
                                

Mr. Patrick Houterman, School Prin-
cipal from Jakarta, Indonesia and Ms. 
Gwen Ueoka, Regional School Princi-
pal from Hawaii, USA were most im-
pressed by how SSIS was able to address 
the important areas of students’ aca-
demic achievement.

The WASC observations were collated 
from interviews and meetings conduct-
ed on the day following the Welcome 
Dinner given by the SSIS Principal, Mr. 
Anthony Paul M. Calado.  Mr. Patrick 
and Ms. Gwen interviewed students, 
parents, the faculty and staff, and the 
heads of the school. The longest meet-
ing that the accreditors had was with 
the High School Student Council. They 
asked the council members about the 
school management, the activities and 
opportunities provided, what makes the 
school different from the rest, and what 

they would like the 
school to improve on.

After two days of 
meetings, Ms. Gwen 
and Mr. Patrick dis-
cussed their observa-
tions - the changes and 
improvements that 
occurred within the 
school since the last 
WASC visit in 2012. 
They further noted 
that the increase in 

the variety of co-curricular and extra-
curricular activities, particularly in the 
areas of sports and arts, to support and 
enhance academic achievement is clear 
and that efforts to broaden participa-
tion in focus groups continue. Having 
been impressed by what they had seen 
in school, the members of the commit-
tee gave the following commendations.
•	 School	 leadership	 for	 actively	

involving teachers, staff, and parents in 
the cycle of school improvement. 
•	 The	 students	 of	 Stonyhurst-

Southville International School for their 
insights and critical thinking as they di-
alogued about their school.
•	 Teachers	 for	 consistently	 using	

assessment data, applying content and 
skills garnered from professional devel-

opment, like Understanding by Design 
lesson formats, supported by school 
leadership to strengthen the use of data 
to inform instruction.
•	 Teachers	 and	 administrators	

for efforts to implement British and US 
Common Core standards and thereby 
increase instructional rigor for all stu-
dents.
•	 The	school	for	providing	greater	

opportunities for students to develop 
talents and skills in the arts and sports.
•	 The	 leadership	 team	 and	man-

agement team for fostering school im-
provement efforts with research based 
best practices and keeping the focus on 
learning.

Part of their recommendation is to 
add students to the focus groups.  From 
meetings and classroom observations, 
the visiting committee found the stu-
dents of Stonyhurst Southville Interna-
tional School to be bright, insightful, 
and articulate, and undoubtedly, their 
contributions will prove valuable to the 
focus group work.

WASC hopes to see SSIS continue to 
develop to becoming a better school, af-
ter all, it has been conferred a six-year 
accreditation in 2012, the longest pos-
sible accreditation period awarded to 
an educational institution. Because of 
all the effort that everyone contributed, 
the WASC Mid-Cycle Visit was a suc-
cess indeed!

On March 31, 2015, the Grade 6 pupils 
looked all grown up in their long sleeves 
while the Grade 10 students shone bright 
in their blue togas and caps as they 
marched their way to the stage after many 
years of hard work. 

The commencement ceremony, 
held at the Lyceum of the Philippines 
University’s Freedom Hall signified 
the beginning of a new chapter in the 
graduates’ lives. The program started 
with a Baccalaureate Mass celebrated by 
Father Eugene Hechanova, the priest who 

was also a motivational speaker during 
the graduates’ recollection. After the 
mass, the graduation rites proceeded.

Laura Patrice Lira, Grade 6 Salutatorian 
led everyone in prayer, while Sheldon 
Diane Angela Marquez led the crowd in 
singing the National Anthem.  

The Principal, Mr. Anthony Paul 
Calado, gave his opening remarks and 
greetings with heart-warming words 
about his beautiful experience of being 
with the graduating classes. To the grade 

6 pupils, he imparted words of wisdom 
about how high school will be a roller-
coaster ride but will be the best time 
of their lives as well.  To the Grade 10 
students, he gave advice by telling them 
to do their best in their future endeavors 
and to strive for excellence in college. 

Dr. Ma. Theresita Yague, VP for 
Allied Schools also gave a short message 
wishing the pupils the best of luck. The 
guest speaker for the event, Honorable 
Hermilando Mandanas, on the other 
hand, rendered an inspiring speech and 
shared his own version of the 5Cs.

Awarding quickly followed the 
speeches. Special awards for participation 
in extracurricular activities were 
conferred to the graduates and scholastic 
awards then went after. When it was time 
to receive their diplomas, the graduates 
were also handed their PASS researches. 
Afterwards, the parents received an award 
for continuously showing their loyalty to 
SSIS over the years.

The program continued and it was 
the top students’ turn to speak.  Anne 
Marie Pernez, Grade 10 Salutatorian, 
gave her speech of gratitude.  Nicola Jade 

C aparas , G r a d e 
6 First H o n o r s 
and Nisarg Nigam, Grade 
10 Valedictorian also rendered their 
respective valedictory addresses.

Not to be left out, the parents also had 
their voice represented in the graduation.  
Ms. Nanibel Caraos, mother to Trixia 
Lariz and Neil Paul, an alumknight, 
gave her testimonial on the satisfactory 
education that her children gained from 
SSIS. 

Trixia Lariz Caraos then led the 
graduates into the Alumni Pledge. After 
the giving of speeches, it was time for 
the singing of the graduation songs. 
Grade 6 Perseverance and Grade 10 
Responsibility students, with the help of 
Ms. Sally Marticio wrote and arranged 
their own song for this special occasion. 

To end the program, all of the 
graduates sang the Stonyhurst Southville 
International School Hymn. This was 
done as a sign that each one of them are 
and will always be an SSIS Valiant Knight 
and will carry the values that SSIS has 
taught them throughout the years.

Team Effort 
Makes 
WASC Visit 
A Success

by EilEEn 
MarguEritE
b. tristE

SSIS CElEbrATES CoMMEnCEMEnT ExErCISES

Accreditors from WASC (Western Association of Schools and Colleges)
lauded the SSIS system in their mid-cycle visit last March 1-4, 2015. 
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It WASC a huge success.  SSIS family gives a thumbs up to the mid-year WASC Visit.

Sing to celebrate.  Senior Knights belt out their farewell song to the SSIS Community.



 

S i n c e 
I was the High School Student 
Council President for A.Y. 2014-
2015, I was invited to join this 
youth leadership congress to 
represent the student body. And 
honestly, I’m grateful because this 
experience has changed my life in 
numerous ways. 

The Asian Federation of Stu-
dent Leaders (AFSL) Youth Lead-
ership Congress wasn’t just 
an ordinary event. 
It was more 
like a fun 
workshop that 
honed leaders 
as a whole. I have 
attended several 
leadership train-
ings but I could say 
that this was the most 
exciting! It wasn’t only a local or 
a national event but it was inter-
national. 

Yes, we had the chance to go out 
of the country! The AFSL Youth 
Leadership Congress 2015 was 
held in Guam, USA from Janu-
ary 21 to 25. I was with my fellow 
schoolmates - Anne Pernez, Cass 
Anwar,	 Sam	 Babao,	 and	 Trixia	
Caraos. It was all our first time to 
travel and see the beautiful island 
of Guam, which made the con-
gress even more stimulating. 

During the first day, we met 
with the other AFSL participants. 
They were students from differ-
ent countries, different schools. 
We were expecting to see students 

our age but surprisingly the SSIS 
representatives, our group, was 
the youngest in the team because 
most of them were college stu-
dents. We were actually called the 
delegates of the Philippines. 

After getting to know each 
member of the congress, we were 
welcomed in Guam with a sump-
tuous dinner. We also got the 
chance to watch the fire 
dance that was fa-
mous in that 
state.  

The sec-
ond day was the 

most important. It was 
the day we were grouped and 

tasked to make project char-
ters, proposals, and presenta-
tions. These activities enhanced 
our writing and communication 
skills. I was happy to see ourselves 
working with different nationali-
ties. 

There were also meetings and 
conferences with some leaders of 
Guam. The leader who has greatly 
touched my heart was Senator Ju-
dith Won Pat. She has been the 
speaker of the Guam Legislature 
since March 2008. She spoke to 
us about her achievements as a 
senator and how her family was 
involved in politics. She also men-
tioned how she never stopped try-
ing, and how she was motivated to 
fight for her country, Guam. Sen-

ator Judith also said that her life 
became a whole lot different when 
she became one of the highest of-
ficials in Guam. Her message was 
truly an inspiring one. 

On the last day of our trip, we 
had the chance to see the Gov-
ernor of Guam, Gov. Ed-
d i e Calvo. We went 

to his office 
and inter-

viewed him. 
He an-

s w e r e d 
all our 
q u e s -

tions and 
discussed how he 

leads his country. After 
that, we went to the Guam Leg-
islature office. There we got to 
meet the other senators.  We sat 
and talked to them. I find it so 
amazing how the lifestyle in that 
country is safe and simple. The 
government officials lead normal 
lives. They don’t even have body-
guards. 

What I admired about them is 
that they are very open and will-
ing to talk to young students like 
us. They are optimistic about chal-
lenges and have jolly personalities. 
Hence, these leaders enlightened 
my perspective. They have given 
me knowledge and advice about 
transformative leadership. So I 
can say that the congress didn’t 
only let me learn about leadership 
styles and techniques for myself, 
didn’t only give me new friends, 
but also, it allowed me to explore 
the breathtaking island of Guam. 
I was definitely having fun while 
learning. 

It is SSIS’s mission and vision to mold its learners into great 
leaders and movers of society. In line with this, through its 
19 years as an educational institution, SSIS has exposed the 

pupils in various programs of leadership. From international 
congresses like the AFSL (Asian Federation of Student Leaders), 
DOE (Duke of Edinburgh),MUNA (Model United Nations As-
sembly) and APAIR (Ateneo Project for Asian and International 
Relations)to school team building like the leadership training and 
OWL (Outdoor Workshop on Leadership), the institution has 
given students the opportunity to participate and be heard. 

What everyone should know and never forget is the significance 
of joining these leadership programs - that is to expose them to 
reality and to prepare them for what is to come in the near future.

Students may be young, but it’s never too early to make them 
aware of what’s happening around them. It’s never too early to 
show them at least a gist of the world out there. Awareness is the 
number one key because it gives more knowledge and insight 
about specific things. Being aware is being knowledgeable. By 
making the children and teenagers more aware, it will also help 
them become more responsible in their thoughts like giving opin-
ions and sharing viewpoints.  It also helps them become responsi-
ble in their actions such as analyzing and decision-making.
As	the	song	goes,	“The	children	are	the	future.	Teach	them	well	

and let them lead the way.” Youngsters are indeed the future as 
they hold in their hands the power to change whatever will be 
left for them. They will soon become the catalysts of progress 
and movers of society. That is why young as they are, they need 
to imbibe leadership skills because these abilities allow them to 
have proper control in their lives. It will instill fearless attitude 
and boundless confidence as they learn the values of a true leader. 
Leadership gives so many opportunities to develop accountability 
not only for themselves but for others as well. 

More than all of that, leadership will help generally in the mor-
als of a person. Leadership helps make one better because of its 
standards. It will help the youth grow with the best manners and 
ethics in life. Being called a leader doesn’t necessarily make you 
the head of an organization or the big boss of a company but it 
does make you a trustworthy, honest, and reliable person.

 Awareness, future-setting, and general values are the top 
three reasons why it is important to develop these children. For 
these future groundbreakers, encourage them to unfold their 
wings to let them soar high. Let them participate in more activi-
ties to help them grow as leaders as much as they can – just what 
SSIS is doing. 

At 2:00 AM, I woke up 
to my phone’s alarm 
tone. All I could think 

about at that hour was more 
sleep but then I remembered-
“I’m going to see the pope to-
day!” My body 
then suddenly 
lit up with ex-
citement. With 
this in mind, I 
quickly got ready 
for the long day 
ahead.

 We ar-
rived at Luneta Hotel at about 
4:30 AM. An hour before 
dawn, it was still very dark but 
the streets of Manila were il-
luminated by big screens that 
played video clips about the 
pope’s trip. Along the side-
walk were people starting to 
get good places to settle in 
whilst waiting for the pope. 
As for our group, we were able 
to find a spot at the back of a 
PNP vehicle. The officers were 
kind enough to offer their ride 
as seats for the senior citizens 
who tagged along with us.  
There, we waited for many 
hours along with many others 
for the arrival of the holy pon-
tiff. It was at that moment that 
our patience and tolerance 
was really challenged.

If you think about it, it must 
sound pretty easy. All we ac-
tually had to do was wait. Sit 
down, and wait. But to tell 
you honestly, it was more than 
that. It was more than just sit-
ting and doing nothing. We 
soon got hungry and it was 
so difficult to buy food from 
the stores filled with people. 
We needed to use the comfort 
rooms but it was also so tiring 
to	wait	in	queue.	To	add	up	to	
that, the weather that day was 

a mixture of all kinds. It was 
sunny and hot as the sun rose 
but the clouds soon dominat-
ed the blue skies with drops of 
rain. Even then, the Filipino 
spirit was stronger than any-

thing else. And so, we contin-
ued waiting.

While waiting, we got pretty 
bored. But dealing with bore-
dom, my dad always says that 
it’s when you’re not very oc-
cupied that you get to appre-
ciate the little things. He was 
sure right. Looking around, 
I noticed a few acts of pure 
love and kindness. There was 
a woman carefully drying up 
her daughter who was soaked 
in the rain, a man, only in a t-
shirt and shorts, who braved 
the cold weather and refused 
to take turns in sitting by the 
shed where he let his wife stay, 
and so much more. The one 
that caught my eye the most, 
though, was the old man on 
a bicycle with his two dogs. 
He stopped beside our spot to 
put hats on his dogs’ heads to 
cover them from the rain. He 
treated them as if they were 
humans and really made sure 
they were okay. It was in those 
little moments I realized what 
life really is and how content-
ed we should be with every-
thing we have. 

After all those realizations 
and patient waiting, the time 
finally came. Back to reality, 
we all got ready, stood up in 

our seats excited for the pope 
to come. Seeing all the people 
gathered there and chanting 
Pope Francis’ name in unison 
gave me goose bumps. After 
almost nine hours of anticipa-
tion, everyone got what they 
went there for and that was to 
get a sight of the blessed pope. 
As he passed by, we all noticed 
the angelic aura he had and 
the golden glow around his 
face. Just seeing him already 
made us feel the presence and 
blessing of the Holy Spirit.

As soon as the Pope left, eve-
ryone cheered altogether and 
it was a beautiful scene to wit-
ness. All the Filipino people 
looked so moved just by see-
ing the Pope in flesh. People 
from all walks of life… Rich or 
unfortunate, child or adult… 
Those around me had tears 
in their eyes and the stran-
gers hugged as if they’d known 
each other forever. Everyone 
was bound by joy and love for 
God and the Pope as His disci-
ple. At that moment, I couldn’t 
help but wish that I saw more 
of that not just in the Philip-
pines but in the whole world.

It was difficult, it was tiring, 
it was stressful but it was life-
changing and definitely worth 
it.
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Life in SSIS was mostly great, as far as I can remember. 
I transferred to SSIS back in 2005 for Extended Day, or 
Senior Prep as it is now called. I don’t remember exactly 
what I did back then, aside from taking part in the various 
school activities and some memories of the random things 
that happened in school. Throughout my time in SSIS, the 
community and atmosphere were nice for I felt like I be-
longed. There may have been times when I was quiet and 
didn’t talk much, or got into arguments, but over all the 
people in SSIS are nice. Since I’ve been in SSIS for quite 
a while, leaving it makes me sad, even more so when you 
add the fact that it is at an unusual time, right on the year 
of Grade 10.

 Special events, such as the Intramurals, Christmas 
Parties, Foundation celebrations, closing programs and the 
like are just some of the things that were memorable to me. 
I waited with excitement for those events to come, as those 
were the times when I could take some of my focus off of 
studies a bit, but aside from the events, I also remember the 
stuff that happened daily. I remember small things such as 
writing reflections and other school stuff in the diary, lin-
ing up and doing the hand signals, and even the simple act 
of greeting teachers and adding “Mabuhay!” after. These 
daily routines are clear in my memory and I think I’ll miss 
them when I leave, because I got so used to them already. 
Looking at the bigger picture, the atmosphere of the school 
was just right. The amount of fun was right and the envi-

ronment was not too pressuring, which was great 
for learning. The school rules weren’t too hard to 
follow, and due to this, I haven’t received a class 
ticket.

 Well, the best part of SSIS is the people. 
Teachers	are	always	kind	and	easy	to	approach	any	time.	
They put up well with all the noise and rowdy behavior and 
always helped us to be better people. I would say that their 
subjects were interesting and there were enough varied 
activities that helped us learn more in fun and interactive 
ways.  The teachers helped me to improve on my academ-
ics skills through all their advice and the training sessions 
that I had for competitions. The training sessions for com-
petitions helped me improve my overall performance even 
in class. The people around were nice too. The guards, the 
kuyas, and the ates were always ready to help and I remem-
ber that they usually helped me before by bringing up my 
things, just as they do now for the younger ones. My fellow 
students brought lots of fun to most days in school. I may 
not have really talked to each of my classmates a lot, but 
that didn’t matter too much, because the class as a whole 
was quite close. The student body in general was friendly 
and I had no bad relations with anyone, though others 
were more like acquaintances. Some people loved annoy-
ing me, but it was them who were my closest friends. 

 But now I’ll be leaving, and this part is hard, es-
pecially because of the unusual timing. Even though there 
may not be a ton of memories, I still feel so attached to the 
school. Accepting that I’m leaving isn’t easy. I’ll be moving 
to Singapore with the family and will continue my studies 
there. I do have some regrets about my time here though. 

I mostly was quiet even if 
there were many oppor-
tunities for me to spend 
more time with other peo-
ple. The passing of these 
opportunities made me realize 
more the value of the stuff besides academics. Now that the 
time is up, I feel like everything and everyone I’ve known 
will suddenly be so distant. I wish I had left a better mark 
in school, and there were ways in which I could have ac-
complished this. One of the best things I could have done 
would have been to be more open to helping others, more 
so in academics. I guess in the future, I’ll try to help more 
people out. Also, it’s strange how certain people became 
close friends when they knew that I was leaving. 

 I want to say thanks to the whole SSIS community. 
Life in SSIS was fun even if I was one of the quietest people 
in class. Of course, I enjoyed the random things that oc-
curred from time to time and all the other great moments. 
Various great memories have come from them and I will 
not forget them easily. Everyone considered my physical 
situation too when I took part in activities, which made life 
much easier, and I am very thankful for that.  There are just 
so many things that I’m thankful for, and I will surely miss 
SSIS and everyone in it. I hope next school year is a great 
one for all of you no matter what happens. I’m sad that 
I’ll miss lots of great experiences with the SSIS community 
but anyway,  I know I’ll also have lots of great experiences 
where I’m going.

I will really miss SSIS and the Amazing people in it.

Waiting for the Pope and 
Seeing Acts of Pure love

My AFSl Experience

THrougH KAlEIDoSCoPE EYES
 by Maria saMantha bErnadEttE M. Pastor

SSIS: Creating better leaders 

All people are unique, it’s not only our physical 
appearance that makes us different from one an-
other; experience is what makes us different from 
one another. People go through different trials 
and it makes us who we are. I met Bev, and she 
has changed my life for the better.

I believe that my Global Dignity competition 
was one of my greatest achievements not only be-
cause I won but because I have learned so much 
from that experience. More than I’ll ever learn 
from within the walls of a classroom. I believe 
that her story should be spread because people 
would learn a lot from her story.

Global Dignity is an independent, non-political 
organization. Their project is the universal right 
of every human being to lead a dignified life. We 
need more organizations like them who could 
help those in need and to awaken other people to 
the fact that life isn’t what it seems. That there is a 
greater world out there, not just the things we see 
everyday. That is why I love this organization so 
much, they give us a glimpse of the lives of other 
people and I believe that it will make us better 
people in the long run.
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This trip was such a memorable experience! It was 
absolutely worth it. Next year, there will surely be an-
other AFSL Youth Leadership Congress. I hope that 
from five delegates, there will now be a hundred or 
more joining from the SSIS Valiant Knights! 



SSIS
Valiant Knights An-

drea Loise F. Maca-
raig, Student Council 
President; Cassandra 
Kimberly Zaini Anwar, 
Student Council Vice Pres-
ident; Samantha Nicole L. 
Babao, Student Council 

Secretary; Trixia Lariz R. 
Caraos and Anne Marie 
O. Pernez, In Touch Sen-
ior Writers, experienced 
working with student 
leaders from Guam and 
our home country in cre-
ating socially relevant and 
challenging advocacies, 
initiatives, and projects 
using the AFSL Legislative 
Framework. 

The Asian Federation of 
Student Leaders (AFSL) 
Youth Leadership Con-
gress happened in Guam, 
USA last January 21-24, 
2015.  The AFSL congress 
aimed to develop the stu-
dent leaders’ awareness 
of the ASEAN as an or-
ganization, to enhance 
understanding of the im-
plications of the full inte-
gration of the Philippines 
to the ASEAN in 2015, 
and to promote the ideals 
of respect, collaboration, 
unity, and global kinship.
The AFSL (Asian Federa-

tion of Student Leaders) is 
an organization of student 
leaders based in the Phil-
ippines and whose main 
advocacy is that of instill-
ing and developing in the 
youth strong leadership 
skills that will enable them 

to manage themselves, 
their tasks, and other peo-
ple well in order to make a 
difference in the society.

The delegates listened 
to the keynote speech on 
“Wanted: Transformative 
Leaders Towards Compet-
itiveness” given by a distin-
guished official in Guam, 
Senator Judith Won Tat, 
Speaker of the House of 
Legislative of Guam.  They 
visited the Legislative 
House and had a one-on-
one dialogue with Guam’s 
senators about the role 
and contributions of the 
youth in Guam to nation-
building.

The 20 youth leaders 
from the Philippines also 
participated in workshops 
that focused on develop-
ing skills that will enable 
them to become catalysts 
of transformational lead-
ership in the Asia-Pacific 
region.

 The four-day con-
gress was highlighted by 
the creation of a project 
charter addressing crucial 
ASEAN concerns on poli-
tics and security, econom-
ics, and social-cultural 
issues.  Anne Marie O. 

Per n-
ez and 
C a s -
s a n -
d r a 
K i m -
berly Zaini Anwar, mem-
bers of the ASEAN Eco-
nomic Community won 
the Best ASEAN Com-
munity and Best Charter 
Project.  Samantha Nicole 
Babao was named Best 
Dressed Delegate while 
Andrea Loise Macaraig 
was identified as Most 
Charming Delegate.

Sir AC Calado, a Board 
Member of the AFSL was 
one of the facilitators of 
the Congress whose main 
task is to ensure the suc-
cess of the event.  The con-
tingents from SSIS consist 
of the five students, the 
Principal, and the parents, 
namely; Mrs. Myrasol Ba-
bao, Mrs. Nanibel Caraos, 
Mrs. Luisa Macaraig, and 
Mrs. Mayvel Alvar. 

StonyhurstSouthville International 
School (SSIS Batangas and Malarayat 
Campuses) earned another seal of ap-
proval for maintaining and operating 
a Quality Management System that is 
in conformance to the quality stand-
ards of ISO 9001-2008.

Successfully hurdling an inten-
sive and rigorous external audit on 
November 13 and 14, 2014          , 
SSIS passed with flying colors with 
a “ZERO NON-CONFORMANCE 
(NC)” record signifying the exist-
ence and implementation of a man-
agement system that conforms with 
international and global standards of 

quality.

This milestone is achieved through 
the collaborative effort of the SSIS 
community with the Quality Man-
agament Representative, (QMR), Ms. 
Emily Ylagan on the lead.  

The school was awarded the ISO 
certification in the year 2005 and 
since then, was regularly examined.  
This annual assess-
ment gives SSIS an 
opportunity to grow 
more and improve 
its system in terms 
of vision, direction, 
and performance. 

In the 2015 Model United 
Nations Assembly (MUNA) 
held at the World Health 
Organization on February 
7 & 8, SSIS valiant knights 
had a chance to participate 
in a simulation of the Unit-
ed Nations Congress.

 In the assembly, 
the 161 delegation from 13 
schools nationwide were 
distributed in different 
committees.  This is to fa-
cilitate the flow of knowl-
edge and exchange of ideas 
between the delegates. The 
Human Rights Committee 
focused on issues of child 
sex trafficking in Southeast 
Asia, torture and illegal 
interrogation of CIA, and 
combating discrimination 
in Russia.  Fritz Dutchess-
Beloso (Malaysia), Cassan-
dra Kimberly Zaini Anwar, 
& Christian Dane Solis 
(Singapore) were part of 
this committee.

 The Environment 
Committee tackled issues 
on illegal trade in wildlife in 
East Africa and Southeast 
Asia, protection of the coral 
reefs, and management of 
electronic waste in devel-
oped countries.  Aitana De 
Chavez (India), Katrina 
Garcia (Indonesia), and 
Nicole	 Trinidad	 (Afghani-
stan) belonged to this com-
mittee.

 Other issues such as 
sustainable transportation 
solutions, universal prima-
ry education, and treatment 
of domestic workers were 
discussed by the Economic 
and Social Council, where 
Andrea Loise Macaraig and 
Anne Marie Pernez were as-
signed. 

Meanwhile, the Political 
Committee looked into the 
issues on refugee problems 
in Australia, safety of wom-
en and children in Syria, 

and dangers of journalists 
in the Philippines.

Prior to the assembly, se-
lect students participated 
in the MUNA orientation 
held at Brent International 
School Manila last Novem-
ber 28.  

 Neil Aaron Gay-
eta, Hannah Eloise Magsi-
no, Christian Dane Solis, 
Thor Julicer Alvis, Ernesto 
Malabanan III, Samantha 
Nicole Babao, Marcelle Di-
maculangan,   Roz Ranel 
Limpengco, Maria Aitana 
Kassandra De Chavez, 
Nicole	Trinidad,	Maria	Cas-
sandra Amparo, and Kat-
rina Garcia collaborated on 
making opening speeches 
and preparing the draft of 
their resolution.  They also 
had a mock debate on how 
they are going to defend the 
soundness of their resolu-
tion and how they are going 
to implement the same.  It 
was a training that enhanced 
their writing, speaking, and 
critical thinking skills.

Ms. LuLu joined the par-
ticipants in the assembly. 
The 17th MUNA was spon-
sored by the Rotary club of 
Makati Jose P Rizal District 
3830.
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Last February 20, 2015, the Junior and Senior Knights 
gathered together in their beautiful gowns, and scooped 
up their suits to dance the night away with their counter-
parts from SSIS Malarayat.  

The event kicked off with the introduction of the stu-
dents.  Everyone had the chance to walk down the Holly-
wood-like stage, and with a bow or a curtsy, exited Hol-
lywood-style.  

When everyone was seated, Miss Donna Atienza, 
principal of SSIS Malarayat welcomed the students 

and teach- ers.  Next, 
the class presidents from both schools 
gave their speeches about turn-over of the Key of 
Responsibility to the juniors.  The juniors, as represented 
by their class presidents, accepted the key and offered the 
Goblet of Friendship in return.  The ceremony sealed the 
bond between the two levels who are among the oldest, 
and thus, considered models by their younger school-
mates.

A special cotillion number was also prepared by both 
campuses.  They showcased their dancing prowess, and it 
was clear that everybody was having a great time. 

The sumptuous dinner followed, and after everyone 
had	their	fill,	dancing	began.	 	To	give	them	a	bit	of	rest	
from dancing, a video was shown.  The video presenta-
tion was about the seniors in general.  Comments, happy 
moments, and wishes highlighted the presentations. 

The prom ended with a closing remarks from Sir AC 
Calado, principal of SSIS Batangas.  The prom royalties 
were also announced.  Chris Nathan Alcantara and Maria 
Samantha Moldez were crowned Prom Prince and Prin-
cess, while Donn Victor Portugal III and Andrea Loise 
Macaraig were conferred the titles Prom King and Queen 
respectively.

In SSIS, the Closing 
Program is definitely a 
memorable experience 
for everyone and it’s the 
time of the year that eve-

ryone always looks forward to. It’s 
something that completes every-
one’s year and that missing it would 
mean missing the cherry on top. 
It’s the event that nobody would 
want to miss.

 Thus, the whole student 
body prepared and got their games 
up for the 2015 Closing Program 
themed as “Amazing Musicals”. 
How did the preparation for the 
event go? All classes had to brain-
storm of the best musicals they 
have ever seen and somehow imi-
tate and modify it and make it their 
own kind of musical. The costumes 
were carefully selected to match 
the songs. Preparation lasted for 
two weeks. The rehearsals took 
place in each section’s classroom. 
The students became busy and the 
mentors as well. They helped and 
supported their students with their 
performances, and motivated the 
students to do their very best.

Eventually, the day of the event 

came – March 
28, 2015 at the 
Batangas City 
C o n v e n t i o n 
Center. The 
pre s e nt at i ons 
started with the 
youngest mem-
bers of the SSIS 
community – 
the Early Child-
hood Education 
pupils, followed 
by the Grade 
School and the 
High School stu-
dents.  With a display of their tal-
ents on dancing, acting, and sing-
ing, the performers nailed their 
own musicals and gave the audi-
ence a great show.  

The musicals featured in this 
event are: Little Mermaid (Nursery 
Love and Kinder Kindness), Lit-
tle Mermaid (Nursery Faith and 
Kinder Joy), Snow White (Junior 
Prep	 Respect),	 Tangled	 (Junior	
Prep Honesty), The Princess and 
the Frog (Senior Prep Peace), Fro-
zen (Senior Prep Unity), Aladdin 
(Grade 1 Discipline), The King 

and I (Grade 1 Generosity), Mat-
ilda (Grade 2 Industry), Hercules 
(Grade 2 Resourcefulness), Po-
cahontas (Grade 3 Confidence), 
Annie (Grade 3 Courage), Sound 
of Music (Grade 4 Benevolence), 
Rock of Ages (Grade 4 Compas-
sion), Mama Mia (Grade 5 Hu-
mility), Cats (Grade 5 Punctual-
ity), Fame (Grade 6 Perseverance), 
Hairspray (Grade 7 Competence), 
Glee (Grade 7 Diligence), High 
School Musical (Grade 8 Com-
mitment), Phantom of the Opera 
(Grade 8 Integrity),  Enchanted 
Pitch (Grade 9 Wisdom), and 
Footloose (Grade 10).

SSIS delegates to the 
Mr.	and	Ms.	Teen	SGEN	
Pageant made it to the 
final six while others 
garnered special awards.  
Those who were part of 
the final six were John 
Joseph M. Castillo who 
won First Runner-Up, 
Jose Matheo Angelo B. 
Delos Reyes who placed 
Second Runner-Up, 
Nicole M. Dragone, and 
Danica Gwyneth S. Cue-
to.  John Joseph Castillo 
also received the Best 
in Sports Attire Award 
while Luciano Giuseppe 
P. Lira got the Most Pho-
togenic Award. 

 Prior to the pag-
eant night on September 
25, 2014, the three pairs 
of gorgeous young gentle-
men and ladies, including 
Krizzia Mae Limpengco 

had their photo shoot 
following the “Frozen” 
theme.  Their photos 
were uploaded in the so-
cial network to hype up 
the pageant. 

 The national 
costume parade and 
the talent com-
petition were 
held in SISC 
on Sep-
tember 24, 
2014. The 
d e l e g a t e s 
were ac-
c o m p a n i e d 
by select stu-
dents who present-
ed a dance intermission 
number.  Ms. LuLu, con-
test coordinator was also 
there as over-all supervi-
sor of the SSIS team.

 

SSIS went global by exposing its students to a bigger 
audience in the SM Activity Center for the culminat-
ing day of the Global Month celebration last October 
13, 2014. 

The celebration started with the Parade of Nations 
where students modeled either the traditional or the 
modern costumes of their assigned country.  Their 
bright costumes complemented their warm smiles as 
they await their turn for the dances.   

The dance presentations were grouped according to 
continents and their themes.  Before the dances com-
mence, each continent was described by the SGEN 
Pageant contestants who were also wearing elabo-
rate costumes of the continents they were represent-

ing.  They were Donn Victor Portugal and Andrea 
Loise Macaraig (Lead One Vision - European Conti-
nent); Lucianno Giuseppe Lira and Danica Gwyneth 
Cueto (Achieve One Identity - African Continent); 
Jose Matheo Angelo Delos Reyes and Nicole Dragone 
(Make an Amazing Difference - Asian Continent); 
and John Joseph Castillo and Krizzia Mae Limpengco 
(One Global Community - American Continent)

 After all the dances, the Principal, Mr. Antho-
ny Paul M. Calado gave his closing remarks.  The event 
ended through community singing of “Light the Pas-
sion, Share the Dream” and the SSIS Hymn.  Denzell 
Caunca and Nerisse Gail Badillo were the Masters of 
Ceremony. 
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leap In leadership
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Future legislatorsMunA 
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Status in ISo

STuDEnT CounCIl oFFICErS 
For AY 2015-2016 bArED

global Month Celebration reaches SM City-batangas

Junior Senior Prom Takes 
on a Hollywood look

Closing Program Features Amazing Musicals

by JEnnidy roan o. tan

by daniCa gwynEth s. CuEto

SgEn Pageant Delegates Cop Major Awards

Last March, SSIS students exercised their right of  suffrage and elected new sets of  
officers who will govern the Student Council for the AY 2015-2016.  Though the polls were 
dominated by a single party, every student is hoping for an active, visible, and unified 
student body. 

The following students triumphed in the elections:  

Certified leaders.  
AFSL Delegates 
proudly show off  
their Certificates 
with a Guam 
government official. 

Meaningful MUNA.  
Participants say 

“We’re A-OK” 
to their MUNA 

experience. 

Prom royalties.Vicvic and Andrea, and Chris and Sam were 
crowned King and Queen, and Prince and Princess of  the 

Prom respectively.

Performance level. Grade 2 Industry levelled up in 
their performance of  the Matilda play.

Viva Mexico.  Vivacious belles sway to the lively music of  their 
assigned country. 

Dashing 
and debonair. 

Janjo Castillo and 
Samm Delos Reyes were 
respectively named First 

Runner-Up and Second 
Runner-Up in the 

pageant.



Another mind boggling 
event took place in SSIS 
as top students from each 
grade participated in the 
Math,	Science,	and	Tech-
nology Quiz Bee. The 
quiz bee was prepared by 
different subject teachers 
where they chose five stu-
dents in each level for all 
categories. Elimination 
round was as challeng-
ing as the final set where 
the last student standing 
emerged the champion.

The following are the 
winners in Quiz Bee 
per level: Grade 1 - Kel-
lyn Anika Ramos (1st 
place), Orlando Miguel 
Endaya (2nd place) and 

Bea KristilleVillena 
(3rd place) Grade 
2 - Maria Berna-
dette Landicho 
(1st place), Athena 
Gabrielle Kimwell 
(2nd place), and 
Maria Grace Lyn-
delle Navarro (3rd 
place) Grade 3 - 
Juan Rafael Landi-
cho (1st place), 

Alfonso Rafael Ofreneo 
(2nd place), and Allia 
Andreia Mauleon (3rd 
place)  Grade 4- Mikaela 
Ysabel Valdez (1st place), 
Persus Atienza (2nd 
place), and Mikaela An-
geli Marquez (3rd place) 
Grade 5 - Jana Ariana 
Malaya (1st place), Mark 
Bernard Angelo Villena 
(2nd place), and Angela 
Cathlynne Aganda (3rd 
place) Grade 6 - Frankie 
Ephraim Hernandez (1st 
place), Nicola Jade Ca-
paras (2nd place), and 
John Henry Casao (3rd 
place)Grade 7 -Meinhard 
Benedict Capucao (1st 
place), Mardon Justine 

Carl Bauan (2nd place), 
and Angela Andrei Ma-
calalad (3rd place) Grade 
8  - Samantha Nicole Ba-
bao (1st place), Marvin 
Mandigma (2nd place), 
and Denroe Ephraim 
Hernandez (3rd place) 
Grade 9-Thor Julicer 
Alvis (1st place), Carl 
Anthony Castueras (2nd 
place), and Eileen Mar-
guerite	Triste	 (3rd	place)	
Grade 10 Nisarg Nigam 
(1st	 place),	 Trixia	 Lariz	
Caraos (2nd place), and 
Rodden Jose De Chavez 
(3rd place)

 Meanwhile, the 
following are the win-
ners in Sudoku. Grade 
School Angela Cath-
lynne Aganda (1st place), 
Mikaela Ysabel Valdez 
(2nd place), and Sufia 
Dominique Martinez 
(3rd place) High School-
Rodden Jose De Chavez 
(1st place), Krishna Dat-
inguinoo (2nd place), 
and Nisarg Nigam (3rd 
place).

SPELLING
Aldrich Johan Kimwell
SP Peace
Vince PJ Rayos
SP Unity
Ehryn Anne Casao
Grade 1
Athena Gabrielle Kimwell
Grade 2 
Alfonso Rafael Ofreneo
Grade 3
Anjirehl Godfrei Zapata
Grade 4
Angela Cathlynne Aganda
Grade 5
Cedryck Glendale Gerard 
Guda
Grade 6
Mardon Justine Carl Bauan
Grade 7 
Mark De Jesus
Grade 8 
Carl Anthony Castueras
Grade 9 Wisdom 
Maria Samantha Bernadette 
Pastor
Grade 10

STORY TELLING
Grade 1
Ehryn Anne Casao
First Place
Orlando Miguel Endaya
Second Place
Hermione Adia Tenorio
Third Place
Grade 2
Ella Nicole Bantigue
First Place
Maria Grace Lyndelle 
Navarro
Second Place

Maria Bernadette Landicho
Third Place

COMPOSITION WRITING
Angela Cathlynne Aganda
Grade 5
Laura Patrice Lira
Grade 6

ESSAY WRITING 
Katrina Garcia
Grade 7 Competence 
Angela Andrei Macalalad
Grade 7 Diligence 
Samantha Nicole Babao
Grade 8 Commitment
Cardelyn Hernandez
Grade 8 Integrity
Eileen Marguerite Triste
Grade 9 Wisdom 
Maria Samantha Bernadette 
Pastor
Grade 10

ORATION
Laura Patrice Lira
First Place
Miguel Joel Magsino
Second Place
Nicola Jade Caparas
Third Place

DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE
Katrina Garcia
Grade 7 Competence 
Angela Andrei Macalalad
Grade 7 Diligence 
Samantha Nicole Babao
Grade 8 Commitment
Gemm Morales
Grade 8 Integrity 

Cassandra Kimberly Zaini 
Anwar
Grade 9 Wisdom
Britney Hillary Lapuz
Grade 10 

EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEECH
Grade 7 and 8 Category
Samantha Nicole Babao
First Place
Gemm Morales
Second Place 
Meinhard Benedict Capucao
Third Place
Grade 9 and 10 Category
Cassandra Kimberly Zaini 
Anwar
First Place
Andrea Loise Macaraig
Second Place  
Maria Samantha Bernadette 
Pastor
Third Place 

BOOK QUIZ BEE
Julianne Louisse Castillo
Mark De Jesus
Reine Arielle Masangkay
Champions 
  
Keira Keitlen Agbay
Katrina Garcia
Lara Dominique Gonzales
Second Place  

Bea Bernardo 
Mary Angeline Portugal
Cassandra Kimberly Zaini 
Anwar
Third Place
  

by EilEEn MarguEritE b. 
tristE

Last November 21, 
2014 in SM City Batan-
gas, the students of SSIS 
gave their overwhelm-
ing support to the Stu-
dent Council’s sponsor-
ship of the second to the 
last movie of the Hun-
ger Games franchise – 
Mockingjay Part 1.

By 5:00PM, there was a 
long line of people wait-
ing outside the cinema, 
all eager to get in. Excite-
ment built up as the stu-
dents and their compan-
ions were finally allowed 
to enter by 6:00PM.  
They were ushered to 
their seats by the Student 
Council officers.

Before the showing 
of the movie, there was 
first a program hosted 
by Cassandra Kimberly 
Zaini Anwar and Eileen 
Marguerite	 Triste.	 The	
program began with an 
opening prayer led by 
Katrina Garcia.  It was 
followed by a welcome 
remarks from the Stu-
dent Council President, 
Andrea Loise Macaraig. 
Afterwards, a raffle was 
held where every stu-
dent had a chance to win 
Mockingjay keychains, 
umbrellas, or SSIS tum-
blers. Ms. Sharon Fa-
baliña, the High School 
Department Coordina-

tor closed the program.  
Mockingjay was a big 

hit among the students.  
It topped other movie 
sponsorships such as 
Twilight	 and	 Catching	
Fire.  Thus, the Coun-
cil would have sufficient 
funds to be utilized in 
other worthwhile pro-
jects. Former Student 
Council president Ysa-
bella Gabrielle Marasi-
gan and Ms. Quennie 
Flores, Council Mod-
erator were also there to 
support the council’s en-
deavor. 

Twenty-four	 pupils	
from Grades 1 to 6 read 
and passed the Scho-
lastic Reading Counts 
(SRC) quiz for a total of 
165 books during the 
three-hour reading mara-
thon held at SSIS Library 
on November 15, 2014.  
There were twenty-six 
marathon readers from 
Grades 7-10 who read 
and passed the SRC quiz 
for 207 books.  Each of 
the readers received a 
Certificate of Participa-

tion. 
The SRC quiz 

gauges how much 
the students un-
derstand what they 
read. The students 
read the books they 
like, as long as these 
books are within their 
lexile levels. The Reading 
Marathon was initiated by 
the English Department 
as part of the English/
Book month celebration. 
The students were guid-
ed by the librarian, Ms. 

Lynne 
and by 

the English and Library 
teachers – Dr. Raquel, 
Tr.	Maine,	 Tr.	Mitch,	 Tr.	
Ronald,	Tr.	Gen,	Tr.	Ghea,	
Tr.	 Jerome,	 Tr.	 Lulu,	 Tr.	
Gregg,	and	Tr.	Emily.

For the CEO 
forums, SSIS 
was fortunate 
to be able to 
invite two dis-

tinguished per-
sons who made a 

name in business 
and in the world of finance – 
Ms. Eloisa De Loyola Portugal and Ms. Ma. 
EdithaTesado	Ramirez.	

Busy about business. Ms. Eloisa De Loy-
ola Portugal, a successful businesswoman, 
a former councilor, a mayor’s spouse, and 
a loving parent talked about how she man-
ages her own businesses during the Second 
Term	CEO	Forum.		She	advised	the	children	
on getting a legal counsel on a retainer basis, 
so that when problems arise they are imme-
diately addressed.  She also spokeof hiring 
people who would love the business proper-
ties as their own.  The most rewarding part of 
being a businesswoman for her is when she 
is able to put money into her children’s bank 
account to secure their future needs.  Young 
as they are, her children are already being ac-

quainted to the businesses they own.
Focused	 on	finances.	On	 the	Third	Term	

CEO	Forum,	Ms.	Ma.	Editha	Tesado	Ram-
irez, a well-known caterer, a devoted wife 
and mother, a financial consultant, and a 
successful investor talked about being finan-
cially literate.  She discussed the importance 
of knowing the value of money, saving at a 
young age, and living within your means. 

She also focused on how having a financial 
goal could help you achieve financial stabil-
ity in the future.  She gave hints on the prof-
itable investments as well.  She is currently 
exposing her eldest child on business and 
investments by asking her to do bank trans-
actions and bringing her to investment semi-
nars. 

To	develop	 the	high	 school	 students’	 entre-
preneurial skills by giving them a hands-on on 
business planning, production, marketing, and 
promotion, the High School Department held 
a Christmas Bazaar on December 16, 2014.  

The Christmas Bazaar focused on the theme 
Food Expo 2014 as the students marketed 
food products ranging from complete meals, 

drinks/refreshments, cakes and pastries, finger 
foods, snacks, sweets, and a lot more. Fries and 
sundae, hotdogs and siomai, refrigerator cakes, 
donuts and shakes, barbecue, nachos and chips, 
found their way into the students’ snack plates. 
Though these products seemed traditional, the 
way the sellers repackaged them and brought 
them to market was very original.  

The selling activity is the students’ exit point 
for their business subject – it is an avenue for 
them to apply what was learned inside the 
classroom to an actual business setting.

Since the bazaar coincided with the Christ-
mas Carol presentations, parents and children 
visited all the booths and partook of what 
the children laboriously prepared.  Everyone 
brought a reasonable amount of cash and en-
joyed the feast. 

The Grades 4-6 students went 
on a two-day camping activity in 
Bluroze Farm last January 22-23, 
2015.

The campers were divided into 
four teams, Bughawan, Dilawan, 
Luntian,	and	Pulahan.	Together,	
the team mates faced challenges 
such as rapelling, tent pitch-
ing, trust fall, survival cooking, 
and tug-of-war to test their col-
laboration and character.  Each 
member worked hard to fin-
ish the games.  They really had 
a blast, especially in the electric 
box where each member had 
to go through the box without 
touching it. 

Camping however, is not only 
about fun.  It also taught the 
campers to take care of them-
selves when they were away from 
home, to trust their team mates, 
and to believe in themselves. 
Grades 1-3 students followed on 

the second day, and the fun was 
doubled.  

The following are the camping 
winners from Grade School:Roll 
it Shoot It – Bughawan; Wheel 
to Go –Luntian; Electric Cube 
– Dilawan;  Smart Cube – Lun-
tian; Puzzle Making – Pulahan; 
Magic	Carpet	–	Luntian;		A-Ten-
sion	 Traverse	 –	 Dilawan;	 Tent	
Pitching	 -	 Luntian;	 Trust	
Fall – Pulahan; Survival Cook-
ing – Luntian; Best in Rappelling 
- Pauline Dela Roca (Female) 
and Gian Miguel Jobog (Male); 
Best in Wall Climbing - Ginnel 
Morales (Female) and  Yuan Al-
cantara (Male).

The ECED Camping win-
ners, on the other hand, con-
sist	 of	 LUNTIAN	 (1st	 Place),			
BUGHAWAN (2nd Place), DIL-
AWAN (3rd Place), and PULA-
HAN (4th Place). 

Cake decoration is one of the 
“in” things nowadays, where 
cakes usually take the form of 
a novelty that is too pretty to 
eat.  Of course, SSIS wouldn’t 
be left out when it comes to 
what’s “in” – in terms of fun and 
learning, thus the Culinary Club 
members, through the initiative 
of Ms. Rushel Masilang went 
cake decorating.  

During their interest club 
period last February 17 & 18, 

2015, the students went to 
Goldilocks – SM Batangas City.  
There, they were given a piece 
of cake to decorate using some 
frosting and a sprinkle of their 
creativity.  The students had 
fun expressing themselves in a 
simple work of art.  The activity 
also enabled them to apply 
what they learned in the club 
in culinary terms and in terms 
of conducting yourself when in 
someone’s kitchen. 

Grade 4 students received the 
Body of Christ in their first Holy 
Communion held at the Parish 
of	the	Most	Holy	Trinity	in	Pal-
locan, Batangas City on Novem-
ber 28, 2014.

The ceremony went well and 
Grade 4 students could hardly 
wait until it’s the Holy Commun-
ion Part.   Their smiling faces 
showed how excited they were to 
have a taste of the sacred bread.  

After the mass, the communi-
cants gave a special number.  The 
girls were glowing in their dain-
ty white dresses while the boys 
were exuberant in their formal 
get-up.  Sir AC also gave them 
a special message regarding the 
occasion.  

The communicants were greet-
ed by their parents, relatives, 
friends, teachers, and students 
from other year levels who were 
there as observers. 

In the afternoon of January 9, 2015, Grade 
School students had fun pushing their grocery 
carts, looking for the items in their grocery 
list, and lining up to pay for their purchases.  
This once a year Marketing Day is one of the 
activities which are truly enjoyed by the Grade 
School students because of the “out of the class-
room learning experience”.

This is how it is done: On the Marketing Day, 
parents give the pupils a certain amount, (the 
budget) and a list of the things to buy (the shop-
ping list).  The pupils will proceed to the Super-
market to buy the items on their list.  They will 
be the ones to pull their carts, locate the prod-
ucts, compare prices, choose the items, and pay 
for the purchase - seeking guidance from the 
teachers only when needed. 

This activity teaches the pupils skills such 
as comparing and contrasting, computing, 
communicating with assigned personnel, and 

collaborating with other students, and most 
importantly it teaches them the value of inde-
pendence and self-worth, knowing that in your 
own little way, you are able to accomplish a big 
task such as shopping. 

The Marketing Day is part of the G.I.D.E.S. 
(Giftedness through Inter-Disciplinary Educa-
tional Strategies) program of the Grade School 
Department.
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Last November 2015, the school—thanks to the English Department—celebrated the 
English Month to promote functional literacy. The organizers did this by holding numerous 
contests that test oral, writing, and spelling proficiency of  the students. 
The following were the winners of  the different contests:

Fully-booked.  The library was filled 
with reading enthusiasts during the 

Book Marathon.

Collaborative campers. Grade 
School students’ collaboration 

was tested night and day. 

Mrs. Eloisa Angela
De Loyola Portugal

Mrs. Editha Ramirez

It’s payback time! Students queue to pay 
for their purchases.



Young Knights Win big in International Math Competition 

SSIS Students Dominate SgEn business Plan Competition

Think big, win big. Four young 
knights make the school proud by 
bringing home two silver and two 
bronze medals in the Singapore and 
Asian Schools Math Olympiad (SAS-
MO) 2015 held on April 8.

Grade 3 students Juan Rafael Landi-
cho and Allia Andreia Mauleon copped 
a Silver Medal each, while Grade 4 stu-
dent Persus Atienza and Grade 2 stu-
dent Maria Bernadette Landicho both 
bagged a Bronze Medal. 

The said Olympiad is one of the 
most prestigious mathematical com-
petitions in Asia, gathering hundreds 
of contestants from Singapore and 

neighboring countries. Being part 
of the competition is already a big 
achievement for the students and for 
the school because it shows that our 
learners are globally competitive and 
unquestionably competent.

Winning did not come easy as pie 
though.  The above achievers had to 
attend the five-month Young Math-
ematician In-House Intensive Train-
ing Program given by the MTG (Math-
ematics Trainers’ Guild) to qualify for 
another national training that would 
prepare them for the international 
competition. 

In the said training, siblings Maria 

Bernadette and  Juan Rafael Landicho 
were in Rank 1 while Persus Atienza 
and Mikaela Ysabel Valdez were in 
Ranks 9 and 10 respectively. Alfonso 
Rafael Ofreneo, Allia Andreia Maule-
on, Gleanne Veana Vazquez, and Jon 
Raymond Valdez also joined the MTG 
training.  

This remarkable achievement on the 
part of the students is a tangible proof 
of the school’s solid framework in 
teaching core subjects such as Math-
ematics that follows the Singapore 
math method.  Given this feat, the 
school is eyeing for more winnings in 
international competitions.  

SSIS students lorded over other schools on the First SGEN 
Business Plan Competition held at Southville International 
School and Colleges on October 11, 2014. Out of the six final-
ists, SSIS contenders got the first, second, and fourth places.

 The finalists, donned in their corporate attire present-
ed their business plans and faced questions from the pan-
elists. The group of Britney Hillary Lapuz, Andrea Loise Mac-
araig, and Hannah Eloise Magsino won first place with their 
business proposal “Crazee Apples”.  Armel Mikael Aquino, Jen-
nidy Roan Tan, and Cassandra Kimberly Zaini Anwar landed 

second with their “The Denim Doctor” concept while Nicole 
Dragone, Nisarg Nigam, and Maria Salina Moldez with their 
“Jellicious” idea.  The Business Subject Area head, Ms. Sharon 
and Business Teachers Ms. Carol and Ms. Quennie served as 
their mentors. 

 The SGEN business plan competition was held to hone 
the students’ entrepreneurial skills, promote interschool shar-
ing of ideas, and test the students’ readiness when it comes to 
setting up a business.   

In Touch Writers Shine in DSPC

Valiant Knights Triumph in uPlb-SM Invasion

A comeback victory.  After a three-year respite from 
joining the press conferences, the In Touch writers made 
a comeback for the SY 2014-2015.  This act to rejoin the 
Division Secondary Schools Press Conference (DSPC) was 
recognized and appreciated by the Department of Educa-
tion, and on top of that, was merited by victories in differ-
ent writing categories, all in the English medium.

The following are writers who bagged top awards in the 
competition :  Angela Cathlynne B. Aganda (1st Place, Fea-
ture Writing and 13th Place, Copyreading and Headline 
Writing Elementary), Trixia Lariz R. Caraos (1st Place, Feature 
Writing and 3rd Place, Science Writing-Secondary), Danica 

Gwyneth S. Cueto (5th Place, Feature Writing-Secondary), 
Maria Samantha Bernadette M. Pastor (9th Place, Editorial 
Writing-Secondary), and Eileen Marguerite B. Triste (10th 
Place, Editorial Writing-Secondary)

The following delegates also competed in the event: 
Rodden Jose T. De Chavez, Nicole M. Dragone, Neil Aaron 
M. Gayeta, Nisarg Nigam, Anne Marie O. Pernez, Bea M. 
Bernardo, Ernesto A. Malabanan III, Jennidy Roan O. Tan, 
Annika Grace D. Asi, Laura Patrice P. Lira, Jana Ariana K. Ma-
laya, and Iana Isiss Jamela C. Portugal.

The DSPC 2014 was held at the Batangas City East Ele-
mentary School on October 8-11, 2014.  

We came, we saw, we conquered!  It was an invasion 
alright, and SSIS claimed victory. Three of the young 
knights sent to battle in the University of the Philippines-
Los Baños (UPLB) College of Engineering SM Invasion 
brought home their prizes which include two golds and 
a silver.  

The winners were: Cardelyn Hernandez - Champion, Es-
say Writing; Maria Samantha Bernadette Pastor - Cham-
pion, Photo Essay; and Andrea LoiseMacaraig - First Run-
ner Up, Impromptu Speaking.

SM Invasion is an annual academic competition or-

ganized by the UPLB Engineering Society to tap talented 
high school students from the CALABARZON area who 
could be future engineers.  The theme of the competition 
held on January 31, 2015 focused on ”Engineers in Mo-
tion, Bridging Gaps, and Building Horizons.” Sir Jerome, 
Ms. Rushel, and Ms. Ghea mentored the delegates.

Pre-School Pupils rock on Stage Valiant Knights Shine in English Festival

In TouCH wins best Photo Essay Award

Kimwell and Kho, SbA Perfect Scorers

grade 6 Students Cop 2nd Place in Quiz Show 

Young as they are, their talents couldn’t 
be underestimated!  The Pre-School pupils 
simply rocked on stage and wowed the crowd 
with every performance during the DepEd-
organized Festival of Talents at the University 
of Batangas last November 22, 2014.

Mien Krey Anne Kloppers, with a brilliant 
rendition of her song won the First Place in 
Vocal Solo Singing Competition, while Robyn 
Emiliane Roxas, with her skill in storytelling 
landed Third Place in Story Telling in English.

 Other students also gave their best 
shot at dancing and earned the First Place 

in the Ballroom Dancing Competition.  The 
dancing divas consist of: Alfred Stephen 
Benitez, Johndel Platon, Jacob Andrei 
Anyayahan, Johan Aldrich Kimwell, Japrince 
Nafiel Ray Tagle, Merenielle Amber Cabral, 
Francis Danah Mendoza, Ashley Ebora, 
Kiesha Zheanna Bacay, and Khayriyah Sabrina 
Matuloy. 

In the Division Finals, Mien Krey Anne made 
it again to the First Place in Vocal Solo while 
the dancers also clinched the Second Place 
in Ballroom Dancing Competition. Teachers 
Mish and Liza  mentored the young knights. 

SSIS students dominated the English Festival organ-
ized by the DepEd and Batangas City Private Schools As-
sociation on November 8, 2014.

Most of the contestants garnered first places in indi-
vidual and group contests, namely; Athena Gabrielle 
Kimwell - First Place, Grade 2 Spelling;  Juan Rafael Landi-
cho - First Place, Grade 3 Spelling;  Angela Cathlynne 
Aganda - First Place, Composition Writing; Cardelyn 
Hernandez - First Place, Essay Writing; Samantha Nicole 

Babao - First Place, Oration; Maria Samantha Bernadette 
Pastor - First Place, Poem Writing; Mikaela Ysabel Valdez 
- Second Place, Grade 4 Spelling; Laura Patrice Lira - Sec-
ond Place, Grade 6 Spelling; Jhem Patrice Delos Ange-
les - Third Place, Story Telling; Jana Ariana Malaya - Third 
Place, Grade 5 Spelling;  Janine Ashley Moreno, Alfonso 
Rafael Ofreneo and Raphaela Ysabel Jobog - Second 
Place, Team Reader; Julianne Louisse Castillo, Sydney 
Ahnrol Jastinee Calapit, Jean Burgos, Gemm Morales, Ei-
leen Marguerite Triste, Noreen Christine Cabatay, Maria 

Samantha Moldez, Cassandra Kimberly Zaini Anwar, Er-
ick Mikhail Concepcion, Aaron Lance Macaraig, Marvin 
Mandigma, Zamantha Nicole Datinguinoo, and Maria 
Cassandra Amparo - First Place, Jazz Chant.

 In the division finals, Athena Gabriel Kimwell 
bagged the First Place in the Grade 2 Spelling Contest; 
Juan Rafael Landicho landed Second Place in the Grade 
3 Spelling Contest; and Cardelyn Hernandez ranked third 
in the Essay Writing Competition.

In Touch, the official student publica-
tion of SSIS was awarded Best Photo Es-
say in the Lyceum of the Philippines (LPU) 
Batangas Calabarzon Mass Communi-
cations Convention Awards last school 
year.  

The award was conferred to the In 
Touch’s single issue for the SY 2013-2014, 

a product of the collaborative effort of the 
Editorial Board through the leadership of 
Editor-in-Chief Cydea Faye Marie C. Yla-
gan and Associate Editor Maria Samantha 
Bernadette M. Pastor.  

The celebrated page is entitled “SSIS 
turns 18”.  The page showcased the pho-
tos from the 18th Foundation anniversary 

of SSIS and the article written by Carl An-
thony P. Castueras. 

Prior to the award, In Touch has caught 
the interest of students and management 
alike, due to its rich color, varied and com-
prehensive articles, innovative template, 
and creative lay-out. 

Grade School students of the 
School Year 2013-2014, Athena 
Gabrielle A. Kimwell (Grade 1) and 
Elizabeth C. Kho (Grade 6) were 
awarded for their outstanding per-
formance in the Standards-Based 
Assessment Test (SBA) – Mathe-
matics, administered by the Asian 

Psychological & Assessment, Inc. 
(APSA).

 Kimwell and Kho garnered 
perfect scores in the standardized 
test. The two girls were among 
the few students nationwide who 
aced the Math Test.  This only con-
firms that SSIS students have solid 

academic foundation, on a par 
with the national and international 
standards.  

 Math teachers Ms. Mary 
and Ms. Maris were also present 
during the awarding ceremony 
held at Century Park Hotel on No-
vember 13, 2014.

Last October 16, 2014 three Grade 6 students joined 
the Math, Science, Spelling, and General Information 
Quiz Bee held in Sta. Teresa College.

Nicola Jade Caparas, Frankie Ephraim Hernandez, 
and Laura Patrice Lira were able to claim victory at Sec-
ond Place despite the few days of training that they 

had before the contest.  The quiz bee had three rounds 
ranging from Easy, Average, and Hard. The questions 
were diverse as they included Spelling and Math, Sci-
ence, and General Information topics.

There were over 20 schools that they had to compete 
against.  Even if the students had a really short time pre-

paring for the competition, they persevered and won. 
The students were trained by Tr. Haydee and Tr. Maris.   
Other delegates to the competition include Jewel 
Sheelah Delos Angeles (Declamation) and Miguel Joel 
Magsino (Vocal Solo)

ofreneo bags 2nd Place in Division Science Quiz 

APAIr Delegates receive Highest Honors

Alfonso Rafael B. Ofreneo, a Grade 3 stu-
dent won 2nd Place in the Division Science 
Quiz Bee held in Concepcion Elementary 
School on September 23, 2014.

Fonzy, as he is popularly known in school, 
said that he won by always studying and fo-
cusing on the competition, and above all – 
by having faith in God.  Even though he did 
not win first place, Fonzy was still happy of 
his achievement.  “Next time that I will join 

a competition, I will study harder and train 
harder to win first place,” Fonzy added.

The boy had been training in ALP (Advance 
Learning Program)-Science with Ms. Haydee-
Cueto since the beginning of the academic 
year.  However, Fonzy does not only rely on 
training.  His natural curiosity, and his love for 
books also helped increase his knowledge in 
the subject matter.

Select SSIS students who participated in the Ateneo 
Project for Asian and International Relations (APAIR) 
National Conference made a lasting impression on the 
minds of the judges, mentors, and co-delegates.  

 Well-trained in the art of public speaking and 
well-versed on the SLGE topic of ASEAN integration, the 
team of Andrea Loise Macaraig, Maria Samantha Berna-
dette Pastor, Cassandra Kimberly Zaini Anwar, Samantha 
Nicole Babao, and Neil Aaron Gayeta nailed the Champi-
onship in the NATCON 2014 PANEL DEBATE on the Secu-
rity and Diplomacy Issue of the Spratlys.  The group also 
won in the Create your Own Ap and Cheering Competi-

tions. 

Meanwhile, Cardelyn Hernandez and Maria Cassandra 
Amparo’s group won the One-Minute Human Rights Ad-
vertisement Challenge.

 The other members of the delegation consist 
of Gemm Morales, Eileen Marguerite Triste, Krizzia Mae 
Limpengco, John Joseph Castillo, Luciano Giuseppe Lira, 
Donn Victor Portugal III, Anne Marie Pernez, and Trixia 
Lariz Caraos.  The fact that they are the youngest among 
the delegates did not hinder the team from achieving 
the highest honors and dominating over delegates from 

the likes of De La Salle Ozamis, De La Salle Santiago Zo-
bel (DLSZ), Far Eastern University (FEU), Manila Central 
University (MCU), and Ateneo de Davao. 

Michelle Yu, President of APAIR lauded the SSIS stu-
dents for their active participation in the conference that 
carried the theme “Synchronize: Challenges and Realities 
in South East Asia”.  

 These achievements on the part of the SSIS stu-
dents just validate their readiness in facing global chal-
lenges.  The National Conference was held at the Ateneo 
De Manila University on November 14-16, 2014.

Math Wizards 
garner Top Awards

Valiant Math Wizards garnered 
top awards in the Division Finals of 
the 2015 Metrobank MTAP-DepEd 
Math Challenge.   These students 
underwent rigorous trainings and 
tough qualifying exams to advance 
to the finals, and finally, those hours 
of solving math problems paid off.

 Grade 3 team contend-
ers Juan Rafael Landicho and Allia 
Andreia Mauleon got the Second 
Place while Grade 2 Team Maria 
Bernadette Landicho and Maria 
Grace Lyndelle Navarro won Third 
Place.

 Special honors were also 
conferred to two of our students 
for garnering the highest scores in 
their level.  Mikaela Ysabel Valdez 
and Juan Rafael Landicho received 
First and Third Honors respectively. 

 Prior to the Division Finals, 
elimination rounds were conduct-
ed in Batangas City Division where 
three out of eight teams sent by 
SSIS notched the number 1 spot.   
This is a remarkable achievement 
for the knights who bested fifty 
schools in the cluster. 

 Those in Rank 1 consist of 
Grade 2 pupils Maria Bernadette 
Landicho and Maria Grace Lyn-
delle Navarro; Grade 3 pupils Juan 
Rafael Landicho and Allia Andreia 
Mauleon; and Grade 4 pupils Persus 
Atienza and Mikaela Ysabel Valdez.  
Grade 5 students Gio Angelo Jobog 
and Mark Bernard Angelo Villena 
were in Rank 6 while Grade 6 stu-
dents Frankie Ephraim Hernandez 
and Iana Isiss Jamela Portugal were 
in Rank 9.5

 Meanwhile, the following 
High School students also quali-
fied in the finals. Mardon Justine 
Carl Bauan and Angela Andrei Ma-
calalad (Grade 7); Thor Julicer Alvis 
and Carl Anthony Castueras (Grade 
9); and Hannah Eloise Magsino and 
Nisarg Nigam (Grade 10).

 Kudos to the Math Teach-
ers – Ms. Sharon, Ms. Quennie, Ms. 
Maris, Ms. Cards, and Ms. Mary.

SSIS Hosts SgEn olympiad, SSIS Team, over-all Champions 

In the Southville Global Education 
Network (SGEN) Academic Olympiad 
hosted by SSIS on November 21, 2014, 
the victories of Mardon Justine Carl 
Bauan, Marvin Mandigma, and Carl 
Anthony Castueras (First Place in the 
Quiz Bee); Samantha Nicole Babao (First 
Place in Extemporaneous Speech) and 
Bea Bernardo (Second Place in Spelling) 

catapulted the SSIS team to Over-all 
Championship. 

For the past years, the competition 
was always held in SISC.  This initiative 
to transfer venue aimed to unite the 
SGEN schools and to allow students to 
experience the culture of their sister 
schools.  The guests were most impressed 
by how SSIS managed all the activities. 

by bErnadEttE t. raMirEz

by ErnEsto V. Malabanan iii 

by anniKa graCE d. asi

by JEnnidy roan o. tan

by laura PatriCE P. lira

The SAIC pledge.  SGEN delegates swear to 
integrity before the contest.  

Athena Gabrielle A. Kimwell and Elizabeth C. Kho

Apple of  the eye. Crazee Apples propents Britney, 
Andrea, and Hanna (with Sir AC) brought home the bacon. 

Little performer.  Mien Krey 
Anne Kloppers poses with her 

mom after the competition.

Belles and boys of  the ball.  Pre-school ballroom 
dancers strike a pose with their mentor, Tr. Mish.

Alfonso Rafael B. Ofreneo

Clockwise.  Rafael Landicho, Persus Atienza, 
Bernadette Landicho, and Allia Mauleon



Sam and 
Mom.  Sam shares 
her trophies with 

her biggest fan and 
supporter, Mrs. Mae 

Babao.

Definitely the 
best.  Sophomore 
Samantha Nicole 

Babao added another 
championship trophy 

to her growing collection of 
awards in public speaking contests.  
Pitted against the best schools in the 
Batangas province during the Ly-
ceum of the Philippines University 
– Batangas Inter High School Com-
petition, Sam really stood out among 
the contestants in Extemporaneous 
Speech.

 In the contest, Sam was giv-
en a large picture of a road sign that 
says “past, present, future”.  She was 
given two minutes to conjure her 
speech and five minutes to deliver 
it.  Her flawless delivery, eloquence, 
confidence, and efficient utilization 
of time given catapulted her to the 
first place.  She earned a trophy for 
the school, a medal, a certificate, and 
a small cash prize for herself.  

Calm and composed. Though Kari-
bok	ang	Tuktok	would	literally	mean	
a mind boggling event, Sam main-
tained her calm and composure as 
she delivered her speech that won 
her a second place in one of the most 
prestigious events in the region. Sam 
already has countless exposures to 
public speaking since her first victory 
in the same contest in the past school 
year, thus she considers Karibok ang 

Tuktok	as	one	of	her	most	memora-
ble conquests.  
Karibok	 ang	 Tuktok	 is	 an	 annual	

academic competition orchestrated 
by UP Batangan, a non-profit organi-
zation of the University of the Phil-
ippines (UP) alumni who have roots 
in Batangas.  Aiming to unite the 
schools from the Batangas province, 
UP Batangan invited students to join 
the three academic challenges – im-
promptu speaking, group quiz bee, 
and essay writing.   More than ten 
schools replied to the invitation and 
the competition was hosted by Sta. 
Teresa	College

Dignity preserved, and dignity re-
stored.  Sam undoubtedly preserved 
her reputation as the best public 
speaker in the Global Dignity Day 
celebration by copping the Third 
Place in the Storytelling event.  Her 
story talks about saving the dignity 
of a girl that she met in one of her 
recreational activities.  Sam, who is 
a Stonyhurst scholar provided schol-
arship for her newfound friend.  It 
was her way of paying forward and 
sharing the bountiful blessings that 
she has.  The Global Dignity Day is 
an international day for dignity ob-
served around the world every third 
Wednesday of October.  It was held at 
Southville International School and 
Colleges on October 14, 2014.  

 Need we say more? Once 
again, Sam showed her charmspeak 
in the National Science Quest Im-
promptu Speaking Championship by 
finishing Second Place.  This prestig-
ious win in the national level proves 
her supremacy in public speaking, 
and her trophies are undoubtedly 
growing in number.  The competition 
was sponsored by the Association of 
Science Educators of the Philippines.  
It was held at Pasig City on February 
7, 2015.  When I first heard 

about the radio 
tour, I was kind 

of scared because I have 
never experienced one be-
fore. I’ve never even been 
inside a radio station that 
time.  According to our 
English teacher, Sir Jerome, 
this program is intended for 
us to test our English com-
munication skills and at the 
same time propagate the 
school’s name.

Like I said, the Radio 
Tour	 did	 send	 chills	 to	my	
spine, not because I have a 
fear of radios or radio sta-
tions, but it’s because of the 
idea of speaking live on one. 
The worst part for me is 
that, there are actual people 
listening to that program. 
So that means, mistakes 
can’t be corrected once you 
said it because it is indeed 
live. I’m pretty sure I’m not 
the only one who feels that 
way.

But, as the days go by, 

my fear of participating 
on	 the	 Radio	 Tour	 slightly	
decreased because of the 
school’s daily language, 
which is English. I have 
gotten more used to speak-
ing English thanks to my 
school community.  I also 
have to give credit on their 
strict policies that made the 
community fluent in speak-
ing English. I have to admit, 
the	Radio	Tour	may	be	kind	
of a too risky way to test our 
English because it’s live, yet 
it’s still a good test and ex-
perience for us students.
The	 Radio	 Tour,	 in	 my	

opinion, was a success. 
Even though the tension 
buried deep in my soul was 
still present during my turn 
to speak, I was able to an-
swer the questions precisely 
yet casually. I’m confident 
to say the same for the other 
participants that I was able 
to observe. There may be 
some very minor mistakes, 
but none too big and too se-
rious enough to make a big 

deal. So, in my opinion, the 
promoting-the-school part 
was achieved successfully 
thanks, to the students.

I’m pretty sure that all of 
the Grade 7 students who 
participated on the radio 
tour last November 10, 
2014 can say that this pro-
gram may not be just a very 
challenging experience, but 
also a fun and memorable 
one.

The SSIS team proves to be one of the 
winningest teams in the Southville Glob-
al Education Network.  We have talented 
students and equally talented teachers 
and staff who captured the limelight in 
the recently concluded Faculty and Staff 
Christmas Play Presentation by run-
ning away with a bronze in the Hunger 
Games inspired play.  

This is the second year that we had 
won the bronze, and we never fail to 
be on top honors.  We never go below 
third and certainly, other SGEN schools 
know - we are a force to reckon with!

The Hunger Games screenplay is cred-

ited to an avid fan of Katniss, the former 
Nurse – Ms. Cy Pagdonsolan, whose 
heart is left in SSIS.

We all know 
the awe-in-
spiring speech 
giver Saman-
tha Nicole Ba-
bao. She has 
won multiple 

awards in the speech giving category, 
such as Extemporaneous Speech Best 
Speaker, MUNA Best Speaker, Oration 
First Place, and many other awards in 
public speaking.

Though all of us know her most re-
cent achievements, little of us know 
who she is behind her uniform.

Beneath the logo and the tie, she is 
a fun-loving, sensitive bookworm. She 
is a friendly person and makes friends 
everywhere she goes. Her favorite hob-
by and pastime is- who doesn’t love it- 
reading.

In spite of this, her other hobbies 
include dancing, singing, and sports.

While many of us look up to her as an 
idol, even the best of the best have their 
own eidolon.

“My idol is Ariana Grande,” said 
Sam. “Because she just inspires me to 
say what you want to say even if the 
odds are against you.”

Since most people want to know how 
Sam does it, we’ve gathered some tips 
from her: 

1.) Speak. It is important to opinion-
ate your speech, but you must also per-
suade. 

2.) Express. It is critical to remem-
ber to be able to express your thoughts 
through words. 

3.)Feel. Feel your words, act along 
with your speech to give life to it.

There you go, so next time you give 
a speech, remember Sam’s technique - 
SEF – Speak, Express and Feel!

Last December 16, 2014, the Nativ-
ity Play staged by the kids from the Early 
Childhood Education Department gave 
everyone the Christmas feels.  The bud-
ding actors and actresses did their job so 
well that it was difficult to believe that they 
are new to acting.  Their portrayal of the 
Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph undoubt-
edly touched the hearts of many.

After the play, Christmas caroling fol-
lowed. Singing carols had long been a 
tradition for SSIS to celebrate Christmas. 
This time, it was made grander by the 
awesome performances.The students 
had a great time belting out the cheery 
songs that they prepared for the occa-
sion.  Some classes even made dance 
steps that went with the song. 

The featured caroling songs such as 
“Last Christmas”, “Jingle Bell Rock”, 
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer”, and 
“All I want for Christmas is You” were 
awesome to watch. The show lasted half 
a day.  It was an unforgettable day for the 
students because they needed to show con-
fidence in front of the audience while per-
forming. 

The celebration coincided with the High 

Our genera-
tion is a genera-

tion wherein teenag-
ers are very conscious 

about their physical appearance. They look at the 
mirror thinking of  ways to make themselves look 
better. For me, feeling this way while growing up 
is just normal. It is just normal to feel conscious 
about yourself, to want something better for 
yourself  and to start aspiring for a healthy life. 
No matter what you do, the feeling is inevitable. 

 People tend to say things like “Oh you 
lost weight so you could wear the things you like,” 
or “you look better now than before.” These com-
pliments that people tell me now are not the rea-
sons why I wanted to lose weight in the first place.  
It is not because of  the physical appearance but 
because I want to start living healthy and start 
feeling good about myself. But before getting to 
these kinds of  compliments, I went through a lot 
of  judgment as well. What motivated me to lose 
weight was to become healthy as a person and to 
get rid of  the bad things in my system. 

 Losing weight - it was difficult to go into 
this kind of  process but there were three things 
that you need to remember in order to succeed.  

The first step to make a difference within you is 
to make a realization.There will always be a point 
in your life wherein you have to realize that you 
need to change some things about yourself.  Don’t 
deny the need for improvement, because if  you 
do, you won’t be able to achieve your goal.

The second is discipline. You have to have dis-
cipline to live a healthy life. Discipline your taste 
buds.  Avoid temptations such as junk and oily 
foods, or basically the unhealthy food around 
you.  Discipline your body.  Get up early and ex-
ercise that body.  

The last is to accept.  You need to accept the 
lifestyle you wanted.  Accept it and it will come to 
you.  It is not an easy task, but you can survive 
weight loss.  I guarantee that.  Because I’d been 
there, done that.  I was once what you call fat.

 The thing I learned about this journey 
in my life is that you really have to make sacri-
fices in order to achieve the goal you want. I also 
learned that by just believing in yourself, it could 
bring you to the best that you can be. You just 
have to believe.

The loneliest people are the kindest,

The saddest people smile the brightest,

 And the drunkest people are the wisest.’ 

These are the lessons we learned from the 
Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins.

Have you ever felt sorry for the people of  
Panem? The people who were enslaved by the 
Capitol? Those who were forced to place their 
names in the Reaping in exchange for food? Do 
you think this made their world a better place?

For a long time, Katniss was hiding in the 

shadows. But in the end, she was able 
to spark a rebellion which led to the 
destruction of  the Capitol. Against 
the Hunger Games. And a right for 

freedom.

After the rebellion, I don’t think Katniss got 
what she deserved. I mean, she set her country 
free, but her sister, Prim, died in the process. 
Prim was singled out to be a medic during the 
Rebellion. And during the Rebellion, the Capitol 
where Prim was, was bombed. Afterwards the 
only people left to comfort her are Peeta and her 
children, which, ironically is the truth in the story.  
When you get to have your own family, family is 
sure to stay. 

by younsEo naM

Before I delve into any detail, let me just say this: there’s a reason why they leave this 
book for the seniors. It is not for the faint of  heart. There was even a portion in the film when 
we asked Sir Jerome to let us skip but didn’t want us to since it was an important part of  the 
experience.

Important notice: 1984 includes oppression, gruesome torture, an almost complete detach-
ment to our moral standards, and sexual themes. You have been warned, I am no longer liable 
for anything that follows.

From the start you get a feel of  how depressing life within the setting of  1984 is and you get 
to know where the phrase “Big Brother is watching” came from. If  you thought that Delirium, 
the Hunger Games, and Divergent had suckish worlds (as in living there would kinda suck since 
things just aren’t as nice) then I am not sure of  how you’ll stomach the hellish conditions that 
are described here. 

There is never enough of  anything to go around. Disregarding the measly 1% that makes 
up the high class (called the Inner Party), everyone lives in dilapidated homes. There are day-
long energy cuts before “Hate Week”. The people are much encouraged to watch the public 
executions (more like massacres really). Everyone is under constant observation through the 
telescreens. There’s always someone happy to turn you in without any actual proof  at every 
corner. The language (Newspeak) that the Party plans on enforcing on the people is made from 
cutting off  all words with meanings that can be covered by another to render the thought of  
rebellion impossible to express. The ultimate goal of  the Party to keep power and turn the citi-
zens of  Oceania into biological automatons, simply following orders without a second thought.

There are three mottos that you would consider if  not ironic then definitely contradictory: 
“Freedom is Slavery”, “War is Peace”, and “Ignorance is Strength”. Those alone should be 
enough to tell you how totally messed up the Party is. It con- tinuously feeds its 
citizens lies and propaganda, rewriting all records – papers, news 
articles, and basically anything that can be used as physi-
cal evidence against it – to make it seem as 
if  Big Brother was always right. 

The Party 
has managed to 

convince the public that Big 
Brother has been around decades before 

he really was. It constantly says that the country is 
progressing splendidly, doing better than its ridiculously high 

expectations. In actuality, there might not be any advancement in anything 
outside of  research in mind control, weapons, and artificial insemination. There was 

one mention where millions of  shoes were produced while about half  of  the population goes 
without them, and the protagonist notes that none may have been produced that year.

Speaking of  the protagonist, he is aptly named Winston Smith, Winston as a reference to 
Winston Churchill, the British Prime Minister during the time of  WWII, and Smith from John 
Smith, the generic everyman. Why such difference between his name origins? It is used to show 
how absolute the Party’s control is, no one, not a hero, and most certainly not an insignificant, 
non-descript simpleton, can escape its clutches. I suppose you can tell that things don’t end 
well for dear Winston, and it really doesn’t. If  you don’t mind I’ll spoil it for you. 

He buys a diary from an antique store and starts writing some lines that would definitely get 
him in trouble with the Thought Police. He hates this woman (Julia) since he can’t have her (even 
fantasized about raping her). Julia gives him a note saying she loves him and the two plan to 
meet in some forest and become lovers. Winston rents out the upper floor of  the antique shop 
(without a telescreen) and Winston and Julia do stuff  there (they do this quite a few times). 
An Inner Party member(O’Brien) invites Winston over to his house and assumes that O’Brien 
would tell him about the Brotherhood (he has long suspected O’Brien to be part of  the rebel-
ling group led by Goldstein). Winston and Julia head over there and say that they want to join. 
O’Brien tells Winston that he will give him a copy of  Goldstein’s book the next day at work. 
When Winston reads the book to Julia during their next get together they are caught (there was 
a camera behind a painting). When they are caught, the two are separated and are forced to 
endure unspeakable tortures. It finally stops when Winston betrays Julia. Sometime after his 
release he meets Julia again. Both are broken empty shells of  their former selves. Winston 
realizes that he loves Big Brother right before his execution. 

The Party is paving the path of  its own destruction. It always says that everything’s fine 
when nothing is. In the delusion that nothing is wrong, no one would bother to fix the wrong if  
there is none. Technology is stuck in the 50’s. Fossil fuels are still the primary (and quite possi-
bly the only) sources of  energy available to the people. The system will inevitably collapse into 
itself. Even with the implication that it would be overthrown is not nearly enough to appease 
for the millions turned into enemies of  the state so as to give the people a sense of  unity.

All things considered, the food’s terribly bland and though it wasn’t mentioned in the book, 
the toilets must be atrocious.  1984 is something we would rather not experience. 
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Korea has a lot of nice places.
It’s gangnam because it’s so nice there
But the problem is, it’s too expensive.

Korea has kimchi and Koreans love it 
I bet everyone likes it too.

Korea has K-pop
In other words, Korea pop

Koreans love to sing and dance
And to wow everyone.

Korea is divided into North and South
But wherever you go,

Korea is Korea
And I Sun Sin is our hero.

School Christmas Bazaar.  Students tak-
ing Business subjects sold a variety of food 
products – sweets, pastries, refreshments, 
meals, and many more.  A few groups also 
sold non-food products such as stuffed 
toys and educational supplies.  The win-
ning group in the SGEN business plan 
competition – Crazee Apples and The 
Denim Doctor also showcased their prod-
ucts.  The Christmas bazaar is an avenue 
for the students to develop their entrepre-
neurial skills. 

by PiErrE alExis M. Pagsinohin

by Cyrus Van M. 
MarabE

Children at play. Early 
Childhood Education 
pupils stage a nativity 
play to usher the 
Christmas spirit.

Let the games begin. Hunger Games cast takes 
center stage during the FSAM Christmas Party. 



Seniors spent half a day with the 
children of the Cancer Warriors Foun-
dation during their outreach activity in 
the afternoon of March 5, 2015.  

 First, the group had a late lunch 
at Classic Savory restaurant, a gesture 
that was appreciated by the children 
and the children’s parents since it was 
different from the fast food restaurants 
where they usually go. 

Second, they watched the movie 
Crazy Beautiful You, as popularly re-
quested by the children.  After that, 
they went to the arcade to play some 
games and win some cool prizes.  It 
was clear that both the seniors and 
their newfound friends were enjoying 
themselves.

Lastly, they went looking for some 
souvenirs.  The seniors allocated P300 
from their allowances to be able to buy 
something for their new friends, and 
this time, the friends get to choose 
what to buy.  Sam Pastor’s buddy, a 
thirteen-year old leukemia patient 
purchased a book.  Senior Knight 
Sam said “They were practical people. 

I thought she was going to buy some 
toys or girly stuff, she bought a librong 
bugtong instead.”

The seniors learned a lot in the short 
time that they spent with the children 
of Cancer Warriors.  It made the sen-
iors recognize that they are truly bless-
ed.  Sam Pastor empathized with the 
patients.  “They’d been through a lot.  
They had scary experiences with nee-
dles and doctors and chemotherapy.  
But later, they learned to live with it, 
they became friends with the doctor, 
they know their medicines, and they 
are very much aware of their condi-
tion.”

Since the Grade 10 students were able 
to raise a large sum during their first 
term CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) 
play, they donated P40,000 to the Can-
cer Warriors Foundation.  The founda-
tion not only offers financial assistance 
to afflicted children, it also helps these 
children to cope with their condition 
by giving them hope and making them 
appreciate what remains in their lives.   

The day before that, the Seniors vis-

ited	an	orphanage	in	Taal.		Sam	says,	in	
her FB post that: When we got there, 
we introduced ourselves and then pro-
ceeded right away with the activity 
which was t-shirt printing. The nuns 

have really taught the kids well. I was 
taking care of two eight-year olds and 
we only had one set of materials for 
printing to use. At first, I thought that 
they would fight over who would go 
first but to my surprise, Mariel gave 
way and said, “Siya nalang una tapos 
ako huli.”Their life is very different 
from ours. So much different. In a way, 
I actually felt that the eight-year olds 

there were 
more mature than I because they told 
us that they get up at five o’clock in the 
morning, they pray, and they do their 
chores for the day. They’re very re-

sponsible and I wish I had more than 
the limited hours in the afternoon to 
spend with them.

(Sam also thanked the nuns who al-
lowed them to spend an afternoon with 
the orphans.  For her, it was a great ex-
perience!)

In coordination with the Student Council, Stonyhurst Southville for Others 
(SSFO) held its annual outreach activity by inviting the children of Gulod-
Itaas as its beneficiary.

In the afternoon of De-
cember 16, the children 
and their companions 
were ushered into the 
gymnasium for the games 
and merry-making pro-
gram hosted by the Coun-
cil.  They were also given 
food courtesy of Mrs. 
Rose Pastor. The benefac-
tor chose to celebrate her 

daughter’s birthday by sharing her bless-
ings with the less privileged children. 

After the celebration, the children re-
ceived Christmas presents such as toys, 
educational materials, and some food 
which were donated by the students. 

SSFO gives the students the opportu-
nity be aware of the needs of our less for-

tunate brothers and sisters in the community. The main objectives of SSFO are to 
develop the value of generosity and volunteerism among the SSIS community and 
give chance to our students to engage in service-related activities that enhance the 
quality of life of others in the community while enriching their own life-learning 
experience.

Making history. Grade 10 students 
made a name for themselves during 
their CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) 
Play by grossing P120000 in tickets and 
donations.  

The musical play that was shown on 
September 12, 2014 was regarded as 
spectacular and fabulous by the view-
ers who were able to empathize with the 
characters. The musical was about the 
struggles of high school students, about 
maintaining friendship, being caught 
in a material world, and becoming a 
united class.  The breath-taking per-
formances, sprinkled with humor and 

drama really mesmerized the audience, 
especially the young kids.

Standing tall. The humongous 
amount raised by the show was used 
by the class in setting up more projects, 
the first one being the SSIS standee. 
Students and teachers were awed by the 
gigantic S S I S letters and their hearts 
swelled with pride as they posed for a 
quick selfie.  This gesture from Grade 
10 encourages students to stand tall 
and be proud of their home away from 
home.  Ms. Emily Ylagan, the Grade 10 
adviser is overwhelmed by her students’ 
achievements.  

Last February 2-7, 2015, SSIS had a 
week-long celebration of the 19th Foun-
dation day involving all stakeholders of 
the school. 
	 To	 start	 it	 off,	 connection	with	

parents was fostered through a Parent-
ing Seminar about Financial Literacy 
and Raising Values Conscious Kids on 
February 2, 2015, Monday.

 The following day, a Green 
Peace Lecture and Symposium was held 
for the students of Grade School and 
High School.  This is to show how the 
school values the environment and to 
encourage the students to be more en-
vironment-conscious.

On February 4, SSIS held the second 
annual Football Festival. Prior to this, 
the school invited football teams, for 
both male and female division, from 
different schools within the Batangas 
province to take part in this activity. 
To	 further	 prove	 its	 commitment	 to	

sports development, SSIS held its very 
first Basketball Fiesta wherein basket-
ball teams from other schools were 
welcomed to participate in this friendly 
competition. Such an action will also 

promote camaraderie among compet-
ing schools.

Finally, the most awaited day for the 
students, February 6, came around. 
There were no classes for all levels and 
the day started with a Thanksgiving 
Mass held at the gymnasium. Following 
this, the students and teachers released 
balloons that carried the wishes of the 
students for SSIS, a practice that has 
been considered a tradition in SSIS. 

Because it was an open-house event, 
outsiders were allowed to enter the 
campus and join the celebration. Food 
booths were also placed along the walk-
way going to the canteen. On top of 
that, inflatables were open to all the stu-
dents.  

Afterwards, the school once again 
held	 the	 SSIS	 Got	 Talent	 Season	 2,	
where students showcased their creativ-
ity in terms of dancing and singing. 

Not to be left out, the faculty and staff 
also had a day for themselves on Feb-
ruary 7, 2015, the very first Faculty and 
Staff Family Day. They brought their 
families and enjoyed a day of fun and 
games with each other.

Personnel Celebration.
In this school, we have more than 

teachers, we have people who pre-
pare for our needs in school. Last 
February 13, 2015, SSIS celebrated 
Personnel’s Day at the SSIS-Batan-
gas campus. We celebrated this 
event to thank our beloved Person-
nel	or	what	 you	call	Non-Teaching	
staff. We do this by giving them 
simple gifts, presenting their vid-
eos, and appreciating their efforts in 
general. 

If we have none of these great 
people, what will happen? The fac-
ulty will probably have a hard time 
teaching, and students wouldn’t get 
what they need for school such as 
books, uniforms and the like.  The 
environment will be dirty, and the 
classrooms will be disorganized.

This year’s Personnel’s Day was 
celebrated a bit differently from the 
previous year. All the personnel 
came up on stage to watch a video 
prepared by the students. Someone 
also offered them a heartwarming 
song.  They were very happy, be-

cause the students thanked them.
This was a very memorable day, 

especially	for	the	personnel.	Till	the	
next Personnel’s Day, and we will 
keep on making them happy! 

Teachers’	Day.	
Teachers	help	us	achieve	our	goals.	

And by offering a special program 
to our teachers, SSIS celebrated the 
Teacher’s	 Day	 Celebration	 on	 Oc-
tober 1, 2014 at the SSIS-Batangas 
Campus.

That day was especially dedicated 
to our dear teachers to honor their 
lifetime commitment to the studen-
try. It is also the time that we pay the 
utmost respect and thanksgiving for 
their contribution to the academe.

The main event happened at the 
Multi-Purpose Hall, wherein stu-
dents showered their teachers with 
letters, gifts, flowers, sweet kisses, 
and warm hugs. It was really an 
amazing	and	unforgettable	day.	Till	
the	next	Teacher’s	Day!

S.O.S.! Save Our Seas. The SSIS 
community heeded the call of the sea 
by joining the International Coastal 
Clean-Up (ICC) last  October 4, 2014.  

Armed with brooms, sticks, and 
rakes, the cleaners battled with the gar-
bage on the coast of Sta. Rita Aplaya, 
Batangas City.  Student Council of-
ficers, Grade 10 students, parent and 
student volunteers, and teachers and 
staff grouped themselves and set out to 
finish the monumental task, one small 
area at a time.   

Each group assigned someone to 
tally the garbage collected, so that the 
ICC task force can determine what 
types of garbage fill up our oceans, and 
from there, counter measures can be 
adopted.  As expected, plastic wrappers 
(candy, snack, and food wrappers) and 
drinking straw topped the list.  

Responding to ICC is the teachers’ 

first activity for the Stonyhurst South-
ville For Others (SSFO), an outreach 
program that aims to make a difference 
in the life of others, and in the plight of 
our seas.

Senior Knights bond with Cancer Warriors and orphans 

SSFo reaches out to the 
Children of gulod-Itaas 

grade 10 Students Make History in CAS on A Personal note

SSIS Celebrates 19 Amazing Years of Excellence

SSIS Community Heeds 
The Call of the Seas

by EilEEn MarguEritE 
b. tristE

by PiErrE alExis M. Pagsinohin



Young	 as	 she	 is,	 Tiana	 Dizon	 had	
shown interest in the field of sports such 
as swimming and martial arts, and now, 
her	interest	had	grown	into	expertise.		Ti-
ana	got	a	bronze	medal	in	the	Tae	Kwon	
Do for the Grade School Girls Novice Di-
vision Group 1 Category.    

 The competition was part of the 2015 
Batangas	City	Age	Group	Taek	Won	Do	
Championship held at SM Batangas on 
March 22, 2015.

COOL.  The improvements 
in the gym caught my eyes, and 
the eyes of many. The first thing 
was the canopy, to prevent rain 
showers from wetting the floor.  
Next was the repainting of 
the floor with the SSIS Valiant 
Knights logo – that was way too 
cool.  It showcased the mixture 
of SSIS colors on glossy paints.  

The height of the basket ring 
was also standardized, like PBA 
style.  When I asked my best 
friend Samuel, “How did you do 
in the three-point shoot-out?”  

He replied, “It was hard to shoot 
because the ring was too high for 
me”.  I had to agree with that, I 
guess.

There was also the cheer in big 
tarps like “GO, SSIS!” a mantra 
to inspire our cheerers during 
competitions.  And the most re-
markable of all?  The electron-
ic scoreboard donated by the 
Grade School Student Council 
under the leadership of Sam Ba-
bao. The scores now are visible 
to everyone, even to the players 
on the move.  Cool.

Just great!  The High School Boys’ 
Football team was proclaimed Cham-
pions in the Batangas City Athletic and 
Sports Meet (BCASM) held on No-
vember 6, 2014.  This victory was their 
passport	to	the	Southern	Tagalog	CAL-
ABARZON	Athletics	Association	(STA-
CAA) Sports Meet last February 9-13, 
wherein they represented the Batangas 
City Division. 
The	 biggest	 delegation	 to	 STACAA	

meet which was held in Imus, Cav-
ite came from SSIS - with 15 football 
players and one Champion Swimmer, 
Ron JairusVillamor.These players were 
meticulously chosen by the Division’s 
screening team as the Batangas City 
needed the strongest athletes to com-
pete with other players coming from 

eighteen other divisions within the Cal-
abarzon area.

The football players, with their coach 
Sir Gregg Atijon at the helm faced the 
combat with the dignity of a valiant 
knight. 

Ron JairusVillamor is certainly 
making waves in the swimming 
competitions.  For the month of No-
vember alone, he earned himself a 
gold and several other prizes at dif-
ferent competitions. 

RJ bagged a Gold Medal in the 
500m Open Sea Swim in the Aqua 
Sphere Open Sea Series held at Pico 
de Loro Resort on November 15, 
2014; and he won four events in 
the Speedo Short Course National 
Swimming Contest held on Novem-
ber 27-30 at the Valle Verde Country 
Club.  

He even shone brighter at the 
BCASM Meet when he copped two 
First Place finishes in the 800m Free-
style and 400m Freestyle swimming 
events. RJ also won two Second Place 
finishes in the 200m Freestyle and 
200m Butterfly events and one Third 
Place finish in 100m Freestyle, quali-
fying	him	to	the	STACAA	Meet.

After these numerous victories, RJ 
made a name in the Ateneo Aquath-
lon 2015 by grabbing a bronze medal 
in the 600m Swim and 5km run of 
the Classic Category for the 13-16 
year-old competition.

 Aquathlon is an event that 
originated from its mother sport – 
the triathlon.  However, it only fea-
tures two stages – swimming and 
running.  Aquathlons are recognized 
internationally as on official sport for 
professional athletes. This is ideal for 
swimmers and runners eager to en-
ter into the world of multi-sport as it 
excludes the biking part.  

 There are actually four main 
categories of the AteneoAquathlon 
– Classic, Kids, Lite, and Relay.  The 

Classic event where RJ won is the 
traditional race format that has been 
featured in the previous years.  The 
participants who are 12 years and 
under will swim 400m before run-
ning a 3km course.  For participants 
13 and above, the swim will be 600m 
while the run will be 5km.  As a sport 
featuring two events in one, aquath-
lon is really a test of one’s endurance.
The competition took place at the 
Ateneo school grounds last March 8, 
2015. (http://ateneoaquathlon.com)

RJ, who is only in his freshman 
year, has found the sport he truly 
loves.  With proper training and at-
titude, RJ will surely emerge as one 
of the nation’s finest swimmers in the 
future.  

Our favorite soccer player is Lionel An-
drés “Leo” Messi Cuccittini, or simply Mes-
si.

Almost everybody who knows soccer 
vocabulary will definitely recognize him 
because he excels in this sport.  But not eve-
ryone is aware of his humble beginnings.  

Messi was born to a poor family but 
this did not stop him from playing foot-
ball.  At the age of five, he played for a lo-
cal club coached by his father.  After that, 
he switched to a team called Newell’s Old 
Boys that became known as “The Machine 
of 87” after losing only one match in four 

consecutive years. 

When he was eleven, Messi was diag-
nosed with a growth hormone deficiency.  
It was like his professional career is almost 
over even before it started for the family 
didn’t have enough money to pay the medi-
cal bills.  However, his talent was seen by 
the sporting director of Barcelona and ar-
rangements were made regarding his medi-
cal bills.  And the rest is history.  

 These days, we (Migs and Justin) 
are going to train as hard as Messi did when 
he was still a boy.  He is our inspiration in 
this game. 

The SSIS High School Girls Football 
Training	Team	landed	First	Runner	Up	
in its debut appearance at the Malayan 
Colleges	Futsal	Tournament.		The	team	
had been in training with Ms. Karmela 
Espanto since the beginning of the year, 
and their efforts paid off ten folds.

The girl kickers were more than de-
lighted with this victory, because foot-
ball is one game where you can be man-
ly, get dirty, have some bruises, but at 
the same time, have fun.   

Meanwhile, the Boys Football team 
won the Fair Play Award in the same 
tournament, signifying the team’s ad-
herence to the rules of the game, and to 
the code of sportsmanship.   

In another event organized by Ma-
layan Colleges, Samantha Nicole Babao 
made it to the 6th place (out of 52 con-

tenders from Calabarzon and NCR) in 
the Extemporaneous Speech competi-
tion. She was joined by Maria Cassandra 
Amparo in representing our school.  

The school band, Subtle Core 2 also 
rocked the Malayan stage.  Although 
they didn’t get an award this time, per-
forming in front of a receptive audience 
is already tantamount to success.

Luciano Giuseppe P. Lira a.k.a. Dino Lira 
has been in SSIS ever since he was a child. 
He is the well-known Class President of the 
graduating class of Grade 10 Responsibility 
(Peru) and captain of both the Football and 
Basketball varsity. He has also contributed 
to his class in the making of the SSIS cheer.

Dino’s latest accomplishment, however, is 
having been chosen as a part of The Basket-
ball Mythical 5 in the Asian International 
Schools Activities Conference (AISAC). 
Dino said he did his best and it’s not about 
his own success or glory. His was goal was 
to be a team player and claims, “He would 
never be in that position without his team.” 
He values his fellow players, Amiel, Vic, 
Samm, Janjo, Chris, Enzo, Miko, Jobet, JM, 
and Eric, who were guided by the wisdom 
and experience of Coach Janno Guico dur-
ing the international tournament. Dino 
recognizes them as his close companions 
in SSIS and although they came 4th place 
he believes that it’s the experience of being 
in an event such as that is what encourages 
him to keep moving forward in his interest 
in sports.

 Dino says the beginning of his de-
votion to sports, in general, comes from his 
childhood. 

When he started playing, he felt a sense 
of accomplishment. He admires the spirit 
of sports along with the thrill and blood-
pumping adrenaline of each individual play. 
He respects the cooperation of his team to 
ultimately score the winning point. In addi-
tion he tries his best to push his team to its 
limits so they can strive and achieve more 
each session.

 Some may ask how he manages to 
balance his academic scores and continue 
on with his passion while juggling his roles 
as a leader. “I study in my spare time. I make 
sure to focus on sports but not hold back 
on my academics.” said Dino. As the Class 
President and Varsity Captain he has to 
set an example of a leader and student. By 
maintaining his grades he demonstrates that 
a true SSIS student is hindered only by his/
her lack of will.

 The only question remains, what is 
he planning to do in the future? Dino plans 
to continue his passion of Football and Bas-
ketball to earn him more recognition in 
college. Although it seems challenging, he 
looks forward to the future and to experi-
ence more “once-in-a lifetime opportuni-
ties”. And although he is leaving, he has truly 
left a mark in SSIS history. He will be missed 
by the SSIS Batangas family but on the other 
hand; graduation is just a step forward for 
Dino as new opportunities open for him. As 
he moves on, however, he will never forget 
the people who have supported him along 
the way and the generosity of his family here 
in SSIS, Batangas.

Young Valiant Knights Ezequiel Peña 
and Pauline Gail Dela Roca harvested 
medals in a swimming competition on 
November 8, 2014.  They competed in 
the	 2014	 Southern	 Tagalog	 Amateur	
Swimming	 Association’s	 (STASA)	 D-
League Swimming Championships and 

Novice II.  Ezeq copped the following 
awards:  First Place - 50m Breaststroke, 
Second Place - 50m Butterfly, Second 
Place - 50m Backstroke, and Second 
Place - 50m Freestyle.  Pauline, on the 
other hand got Third Place in 100m 
Freestyle.

What if people can play vol-
leyball on air, wouldn’t that be 
cool?

I call this type of volleyball 
game jetpack volleyball. This 
volleyball game is almost the 
same as the one you play in the 
ground but instead you use jet-
packs to play. This particular 
volleyball game have the same 
rules and regulations as the nor-
mal volleyball - the only differ-
ence is that there are two players 
per game, who will take turns in 
hitting the ball.  But the catch 
is – when you hit the ground, 
you’re out.   

There might be some dangers 

involved too, because people 
will play in the air and planes or 
birds might get hit by the ball or 
the person might get hit by the 
plane.  So maybe, we can desig-
nate an area for playing, like a 
court in the air.  Well, I just wish 
there were jetpacks available so 
that the people will be able to 
play this game.  

This game however, is open 
to ages 10 and up, except for 
the elderly as their bones might 
get broken and they might not 
survive the air pressure, plus 
the heat of the sun.  Remember, 
you’re up a thousand feet.  But 
even so, I think this game will be 
a lot of fun. 

Bye bye 2014! Hello 2015! This 
year 2015 I have lots of plans. 
(plans, which when this article 
is published, I may be half-way 
done with!) 

In a nutshell, I will learn how 
to skateboard, play drums, ice 
skate, and do ice hockey. Skill 
wise, I will improve my drawing 
skills, basketball performance, 
and soccer moves. My other 
plan is to go to Canada and stay 
there.

You may say that I’m too 
sporty, but I believe skateboard-
ing is awesome! You do stunts 
like kickflip, Ollie, pop-shove 
it, 360 flip, and more. Drums? 
Drums are fantastic! You can 

just hit this and hit that with a 
beat. Parkour is way better than 
awesome! You try do amazing 
tricks and accomplish it! Bungee 
jumping is also cool! You have a 
rope tied on your feet and when 
you fall down on a high place 
you bounce back.

I also want to be better in bas-
ketball. And lastly, I would want 
to be better in soccer and im-
press people with my new skills.
After sports, I want to enhance 
my drawing skills because when 
I grow up I want to be an archi-
tect. 

The year 2015 is going to be an 
adventure, I’m sure.

GAMES OF THE GENERAL 
(GS) Boys - Miguel Toreja
(GS) Girls - Angel Aganda
(HS) Boys - RJ de Chavez 
(HS) Girls - Arielle Masangkay
CHESS
(GS) Boys - Frankie Hernandez
(GS) Girls - Sofia Castillo
HS) Boys - Marvin Mandigma 
(HS) Girls - Hannah Magsino
SCRABBLE
(GS) Boys - Mark Villena
(GS) Girls - Patrice Lira
(HS) Boys - Nisarg Nigam 
(HS) Girls - Hannah Magsino
50 M-Dash  
(GS) Boys - Miguel Marabe 
(GS) Girls - Chiara Ylagan 
(HS) Boys - JobetAlves 
(HS) Girls - Lara Gonzales
100 M-Dash
(GS) Boys - Polo Afurong 
(GS) Girls - Ginnel Morales 
(HS) Boys - Samm Delos Reyes 
(HS) Girls - DioneseMacaraig
Badminton Singles 
GS) Boys - Miguel Magsino  
 
(GS) Girls - Gabby Gonda 
(HS) Boys - JM Sanchez
(HS) Girls - Noreen Cabatay
Badminton Doubles 
(GS) - Bradley Paul Donaldson and 
Sheldon Marquez 
(HS) - Chris Alcantara and Katrina 
Garcia

TEAM GAMES  
VOLLEYBALL (GS) Girls - BLUE
VOLLEYBALL (GS) Boys - BLUE 
VOLLEYBALL (HS) Girls - BLUE
VOLLEYBALL (HS) Boys - BLUE 
FOOTBALL (GS) Girls - 
BLUE 
FOOTBALL (GS) Boys -YELLOW 
FOOTBALL (HS) Girls  - RED 
 
FOOTBALL (HS) Boys -  GREEN 
  
BASKETBALL (GS) - YELLOW 
 
BASKETBALL (HS) - BLUE 
 

BASKETBALL 
MYTHICAL FIVE  (GS) 
Mark Villena  
 
Miguel Toreja  
 
Yuan Alcantara 
Miguel Magsino  
Pierre Constantino 
MYTHICAL FIVE  (HS)
Vic Vic Portugal
Dino  Lira
DJ Masangkay 
Chris Alcantara
JobetAlves  
 

VOLLEYBALL HS
MYTHICAL SIX (BOYS) 
 
Vic Vic Portugal  
Kyle Erodias  
 
Samm Delos Reyes 
Janjo Castillo  
JobetAlves  
 
Chris Alcantara 
MYTHICAL SIX (GIRLS)  
 
Nicole Dragone
ShemiahMacalalad
Britney Lapuz 
Sam Pastor 
DioneseMacaraig
Raylle Castillo 
VOLLEYBALL GS
MYTHICAL SIX (BOYS) 
 
Renz Portugal  
Henry Casao 
JP Sanchez 
Miguel Magsino 
Diesel Chavez  
Polo Afurong  
MYTHICAL SIX (GIRLS)   
 
Nicole Hernandez  
gabbyGonda 
Maki Garcia 
Jewel Delos  Angeles 
MaeiUy
Ginnel Morales

FOOTBALL (HS)  
MYTHICAL SEVEN (BOYS) 
 
Enzo Lira  
Kyle Erodias  
Dane Solis 
Vic Vic Portugal  
Christopher Adams 
Chris Alcantara 
Miko Aquino  
MYTHICAL SEVEN (GIRLS)
Jeung Nam
Gemm Morales
Cass Anwar 
Angel Catilo
NerisseBadillo 
Lara Gonzales 
Anne Pernez
FOOTBALL  (HS)  
MYTHICAL SEVEN (BOYS) 
 
Yuan Alcantara  
Younseo Nam  
JP Sanchez  
Sammuel Camacho  
Dieseel Chavez  
EdselBunyi 
renz Portugal  
MYTHICAL SEVEN (GIRLS) 
 
Patrice Lira
Ginnel Morales
Maki Garcia
Nicole Hernandez
MM Mejico
Jewel Delos Angeles 
HoneyletteQuelinderino
  
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
BASKETBALL  
(GS) - Sammuel Camacho 
(HS)- Denroe Hernandez 
VOLLEYBALL  
(GS) Boys - Miguel Magsino 
(GS) Girls - Nicole Hernandez 
(HS) Boys - Chris Alcantara
(HS) Girls - Sam Pastor 
FOOTBALL  
(GS) Boys - JP Sanchez 
(GS) Girls - Ginnel Morales
(HS) Boys - Enzo Lira
(HS) Girls - Jeung Nam

bluE 
TEAM 

CoPS 
InTrAMS 
TroPHY

An Amazing Feat for a Very Young Knight, 
Tiana Azahle V. Dizon

gym gets a Make-over 

bCASM Championship: 
Passport to STACAA

rJ Villamor Makes Waves in Swimming 

our Favorite Socccer Player

HS girls Training Team Debuts in Futsal 

Dino lira Hailed Mythical Five in AISAC

SSIS Abounds With Young Swimmers

VollEY on AIr

new Hopes for 2015!

by daniEl andrEi aClan

by nEil aaron M. gayEta

by Migs MarabE and Justin tJioE

by daniEl andrEi aClan

by nathan gabriEl balMEs

by Pierre Alexis 

Blue proved to be the 
mightiest team in Intramu-
rals 2014!  Dominating in 
individual and team events, 
the team truly deserved the 
trophy and the bragging 
rights. 

 Intrams 2014 was a mix-
ture of excitement and anticipa-
tion as students cheer for their 
respective teams.  Presentation 
of the Yell/Cheer Dance followed 
the Parade of Colors.  Green 
team won the first place in Cheer 
Dance, followed by Yellow, Blue, 
and Red. 

 The search for Mr. and 
Ms. Intramurals ensued. Pierre 
Alexis Pagsinohin and Jhem 
Patrice Delos Angeles won the 

judges’ hearts in Grade School, 
while Jose Matheo Angelo De-
los Reyes and Danica Gwyneth 
Cueto emerged victorious in 
High School. 

 As a tradition, the three-
point shoot-out would signal the 
formal opening of the games.  In 
this game, siblings RenzVictor 
Francis Portugal IV (GS) and 
DonnVictor Portugal III (HS) 
were declared the best shooters. 

 The following are the 
winners in other sport events:

Sporty and spirited.  Tiana 
Dizon makes a name for 

herself  in martial arts. 

Unwavering determination. Passion 
powers up the swimmer in him.

Power in numbers.  The 
biggest number of  delegates 

comes from SSIS.

Tough and tenacious.  The girl’s football 
team shows their tenacity in a men-

dominated sport.

What the MVP values.  Dino enjoys the company of  
his siblings Darla, Enzo, and Patrice (not shown). 



Shadows not granted of substantial form and flesh,
Illuminations underprivileged of time and significance,
Hearts skipped of warm thumps and ethereal breathing,
And the Soul forgotten by all wordsthat can be written.

The dawn never awakens from the slumbering memoirs
and the sky never lifts itself from the pond of melancholy.
Stars are dead, clouds are poisoned, but the Soul isn’t.
Hence, the Soul, in its most untamed hour
Shall lift the sky, shall awaken the dawn, 
and shall give life to the Shadows,
when the Holy Ghoul in its Human Cloak, 
with the Angels of Earth and Heaven, 
comes in the Mercy of the Lord.

So, it is.

“Fleshing Shadows”

Photos and Text by: Mark Gerard Austria
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